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Nunc cursus magna quis 

 
Historian Susan Bond reported she has two 
TMGCCC albums available for viewing, 
then Bill Yoshida reported the organization 
has 100 paid memberships as of the 
meeting, with a couple of promised 
renewals pending.  There were no new 
memberships in August, but there are 
currently 187 cars owned by members, and 
Bill will be turning over $210 in dues to 
Jim tonight.  The annual directory will be 
coming out soon, so get any changes or 
information updates to Bill. 
 
Activities Director (and VP) Tad Carter updated us on all the coming opportunities – there are links in the 
Dipstick to the Wings and Wheels show in Pungo, Classics on the Green in New Kent, and the annual 
Waynesboro classic car show the end of October.  Currently we have 12 cars enrolled in the four-day 
Crooked Road tour this month, to visit breweries, wineries, and music venues in Rocky Mount, Galax and 
Floyd, VA.  Then in October will be the Sylvan Heights Bird Park tour, a “mystery event” to Wallops 
Island, our Fall Tech Session on November 6, and a probably “Eclipse Trip” in August 2017.  Tad is also 
soliciting suggestions for additional trips and venues – let him know about your hot ideas. 
 
Mark Davidoski reminded us submittals for the Dipstick are due the 20th of the month, and asked for 
writers for upcoming events.  Bob Vann volunteered to write for the Classics on the Green show, and 
volunteers for Crooked Road day write-ups were Cynthia Faschini, Robert Perrone, Bruce Easley, and 
Susan Bond (in that order). 
 
David Kinsey noted he has name tags for those who ordered them but haven’t picked them up, and also 
reminded the group of events at the Virginia International Raceway.  A 50/50 raffle was held and prize 
money awarded.  The President called for old business, and for new business of which there were none. 
Then Marque Tyme discussion began, and Andy Wallach discussed successes and failures related to his 
MGB slave cylinder, MGA oil loss through a vent tube, and a TD windscreen project.  Robert Perrone 
discussed his success with finding a $50 replacement for his smoking engine which is being rebuilt. Robert 
also updated the group regarding Bill and Renee Olcheski’s daughter’s battle with ALS; keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
When arriving at the pier, several members had noted what appeared to be a camera crew at the shoreline.  
Al Hazlett reported that the crew was filming segments for a show “The Haunting”.  There being no other 
business – meeting adjourned! 
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MARQUE TIME

I am writing this month’s installment after my return from 
our “Drive the Crooked Road” weekend. As usual, Tad put 
together another great drive for all of us. It was really 
incredible. I don’t know how he does it, but I hope he never 
stops! 
 
And I was able to drive my own MGB for a change. I still 
have a few minor kinks to work out, such as a tendency to 
backfire a little bit and a brake squeal that will pierce you 
right through to your spine. Well, PJ does too, but I don’t 
want to point fingers ;)  But of course, the main issue at this point was having an engine that 
ran, and I’m happy to say the old ‘67 is back in business! 
 
I happen to know that Tad is working on our 2017 schedule already, and I’m sure that we’re 
all looking forward to what he has in store for us next year. I sure hope that “Bruce the 
Dancing Machine” and “Cynthia the Dancing Queen” will be there to entertain us! And of 
course, we can only hope that “Twist and Shout Rose” is there too! If any readers don’t get 
this reference, ask Bruce about the Dogtown Roadhouse in Floyd. It was awesome… 
 
But of course before we get to all of that in the coming year, this year we still have 
meetings in October at the Olcheski residence and November hosted by Rachel & Mathieu, 
a Tech Session at Sue & Terry Bond’s house, our Holiday Lights Drive, the Holiday Party 
and much more. So take advantage of every opportunity and enjoy the fun of being a 
TMGC member. See you there! 
 
Safety Fast, 
Robert 

 October Activities Report– 
 
As  I  update  the  calendar  each month  for  publication  in  The
Dipstick, I gradually see it shrink from almost two pages down
to  just  a  handful  of  events  toward  the  end  of  the  year.    It
makes me think back to where we have traveled in 2016, along
with the miles and the smiles along the way.   It also gives me
the itch to start working on the New Year and it reminds me of
Susan Sontag’s quote, “I haven’t been everywhere, but  it’s on
my list.”  So with that in mind, I’ll dedicate a few pixels to the
remainder of 2016 and give you a little preview of 2017 

Happy Birthday, Tad!
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As  I write  this  in mid‐September,  the  launch window  is still open at Wallops  Island.   Watch your email 
if/when  the next  launch date  is announced.   Time?   Date?   But  if you are  ready  to  roll at a moment’s 
notice, we’ll head up the Eastern Shore to take in the launch, then hit a local beanery and head for home.  
The route will depend on launch time.  Late enough in the day and we can mosey up Seaside Rd (about 
2.5 house with a comfort break).  If it is a sunrise launch, we might catch that on the way back and race 
up US‐13 (1.75 direct).  NASA has the best guess for schedules, but they’re not telling. 
 
We have our final Tech Session of the year on Sunday, 11/6 at the Bond’s home in Chesapeake.  I know 
there are a few projects yet to be finished for 2016 – a squeaky belt, a few brake adjustments.  What’s on 
your to‐do  list?   Come on out and take advantage of the wealth of knowledge that  is available through 
this club. 
 
Our final outing of the year is our annual Holiday Lights Drive.  Join us on Tuesday, December 13th.  After 
dinner  at  Franco’s, we’ll head  en masse  to  the Norfolk Botanical Gardens  to drive  through  their  light 
display.  We’ve had some pretty cold weather and plenty of warm weather.  Regardless, it is a top‐down 
evening.  Bundle up, carbo‐load, and set your GPS for Norfolk.  Please let me know in advance if you will 
be with us at 6:30 at Franco’s.  They will save us seats if we give them a headcount. 
 
That’s a wrap for 2016.   So what’s next?   First, we have  lots of openings for meeting hosts.   Other than 
June at Yoshida’s, everything is open. Stake your claim early to get the prime dates. 
 
Early in the year, we’ll stay somewhat local.  If you have followed the VA Pilot in the last few months, you 
may have noticed that Hampton Roads is experiencing huge growth in the craft beer/craft spirits arena.  
Between  Home  Republic,  Wasserhund,  Oozlefinch.  Commonwealth,  Coelacanth,  Green  Flash  and 
Pleasure  House  Brewing,  and  Great  Dismal,  Ironclad,  Chesapeake  Bay,  Dead  Reckoning  and  Cavalier 
Distilleries, Tidewater  is more  like Firewater.   Some of these may make the cut, or there may be a new 
venture that comes online by then.  Look in the January Dipstick for news about our February drive. 
 
I have noticed on many of our recent trips that several regular travelers get a little twitchy every time we 
pass an antique store.  We’ll expand our travel range a little as the weather turns.  It won’t be American 
Pickers or Antique Roadshow (those names are taken).  How about MG Pickers?   Join us in March as we 
cruise the back roads, making a few stops at antique shops to search for buried treasures, and grab lunch 
somewhere along the way. 
 
In April, we have Spring Tour XV.  Wow, that’s a lot of touring.  Thank you Beckey and Alan for letting us 
chase you around the countryside for so many years.   May  is for Dessert Drives.   We should all be well 
beyond our New Year’s Resolutions by then.  June is MossFest (6/2).  I’m looking at a couple of side trips 
for those who may be  interested  in going up a day early.   I’m holding squares on the calendar for Tides 
Baseball, Hanover Theatre and Tech Sessions.  And August is our Syzygy‐2017 Drive to the Umbra.  By the 
time you read this, we may already be on to a waiting list for this one.  Sorry, it’s only October – that’s all 
I’ve got. 
 
Our October meeting  is on Tuesday the 4th at the home of Renee and Bill Olcheski  in Virginia Beach.    I 
look forward to seeing you there.           
            Tad Carter 
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The Crooked Road Tour 
 
Day 1- Thursday September 15, 2016 
By: CynthiaFaschini 
  
First the name of the tour Crooked Road has nothing to do with the terrain of the roads.  It gets it name from songs that came out of the Blue 
Ridge and Appalachia  known as “crooked tunes” for their irregular measures. 
  
Our tour begins with Andy and Cynthia packing their newest addition to the family of MG’s which is a 1974 MGB heading to meet the group 
which consisted of 10 MGB’s, one MGA and one Murano.  The participants included Sue and Terry Bond, Karen and Tad Carter, Jayne and Bruce 
Easley, Denise and Mike Haag, Rose and Donald Ladd, Fred McCall, Robert Perrone, Faith and PJ Peterson, Dana and Bob Reisse, Russ Ripp, 
and Al Hazlett.  It was such a pleasure being in a grown-up car for a change. Previously we have driven and MG TD or an MG TF.   Imagine my 
surprise when I was able to roll a window up and down, have an odometer and speedometer and gas gage that actually worked and a trunk 
that fits more than 5 pair of underwear.  
  
As I looked over the itinerary for the trip I realized that Tad had outdone himself.  He also must have an in with the weather gods because we 
had spectacular weather for the four days of driving. Karen made each of us a beautiful wine bag filled with water, candies, detailed booklet 
of our adventure and information pamphlets. We departed from the Waffle House in Chesapeake and incurred our first repair of the trip 
which was a lift the dot closure came apart on the MGA but was readily fixed.  Our first stop was lunch in Clarksville 132.4 miles at the Lake 
House.  We next ventured to 2 Witches Winery in Danville which is the first co-located winery and brewery in Virginia.  This is when I noticed 
our fearless president Robert decided to get not one but two flights of beer. I do need to point out that he is very knowledgeable about beer. 
  
At this point I got behind the wheel heading to the Holiday Inn in Rocky Mount for a 49 mile drive.  This last section of the drive was 
wonderful.  You really got to appreciate the Southwestern part of our state.  We had a quick turnaround time and headed to the Bootleggers 
Café for dinner which is in an old Coca-Cola Bottle Company Building (circa 1929).  It just so happens that it was also Tad’s Birthday and they 
brought him some delicious pastries in celebration with candles and everybody sang “Happy Birthday.” 
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Day Two 
By Robert Perone

 
Crooked Road Tour - Day 2 
By Robert Perrone 
 
The day started in the room of the Holiday Inn with a spectacular view of the dirty plastic that was 
taped to the windows.  I was a little relieved when I figured that out, actually. At first I thought I was 
developing cataracts. 
 
After a quick breakfast we were all ready to roll. There were several miles of fine country roads 
which led us to our first stop, a morning tour of the Andy Griffith Museum in Mt. Airy, NC. For fans of 
the Andy Griffith Show it was interesting to see all of the items on display.  
 
However there was one incident that was a bit disturbing.  As many of you may know, Betty Lynn, 
the actress that portrayed the character Thelma Lou (Barney’s girlfriend) on the Andy Griffith Show 
is alive and well, at age 90. She resides in Mt. Airy and visits the Andy Griffith Museum on a regular 
basis. It just so happened that she was scheduled to appear late the same day that we visited. 
Several people were patiently waiting for her along the displays in the museum. Tad Carter pointed 
out that she may have been a little reluctant to show up that day.  Why, you ask? Well, there was a 
somewhat unusual (OK, creepy) looking man there wearing a cowboy hat, long leather gloves and 
holding a toy dinosaur (yes, really), as well as a very disturbing sign.  
 
Well, in this case a picture is worth a thousand words… 
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I never pictured the Grim Reaper holding a toy dinosaur. Ah, well, poor Betty… was this really the 
“End of The Line” for Betty Lynn? What a shame. She seemed so sweet, too.  
 
We now turn our report to the following, in the interest of public safety. Plus it is kind of amusing. 
And so here is the tale that we like to refer to as Cynthia's Groundhog. 
 
There were several embellishments to this story by various witnesses. The groundhog was either 
the size of a very large four-year-old boy, or a very small 40-year-old man. It ran out in front of 
Cynthia and Andy, then stopped and made several gestures that were quite intimidating (and 
possibly naughty). With glowing red eyes and foaming mouth, he stood on his hind legs, snarled, 
then growled like a grizzly bear. According to other reports, which are all unverified and may be the 
result of the mountain air (or moonshine) all I can say is that it appears that Cynthia and Andy are 
lucky to have escaped with their lives.  
 
 We set off in the afternoon for dinner at Galax 

Smokehouse. For me (and others at my table) 
the best part of the offerings there were some 
of the regional craft beers that they had on tap. 
After dinner we simply walked across the 
street to the entertainment for the evening. 
And wow, was it ever great! 
 
The Rex Theater featured  “Blue Ridge 
Backroads Live”  on CLASSIC COUNTRY 
WBRF 98.1. In case anyone is interested you 
can listen online to the live broadcasts on 
www.classiccountry98.com.  We were treated 
to the great music of Carson Peters and Iron 
Mountain who played some of the finest live 
bluegrass and gospel I have ever heard. I still 
cannot believe that young man is only 12 
years old! Imagine headlining your own 
professional musical group and playing at the 
Grand Ole Opry at that age. When I was 12 I 
think my greatest achievement was wearing 
matching socks to school. (it still may be…) 
 

Watch for Day 3and 4
of the Crooked Road Tour 
In the November Dipstick 
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Dipstick Calendar – October, 2016  
 
Oct. 4 – Tuesday ‐ Monthly Meeting  
  Hosted by Renee and Bill Olcheski 
 
Oct. 8 – Sylvan Heights Bird Park – Scotland Neck, NC 
  and Edenton, NC for lunch 
 
Nov. 6 – Sunday ‐ Fall Tech Session –  
  Hosted by Susan and Terry Bond 
 
Nov. 2 – Wednesday ‐ Monthly Meeting  
  Hosted by Mathieu Huovinen 
 
Dec. 10 ‐ Holiday Party – Hosted by Faith and PJ Peterson 
 
Dec. 13 – Tuesday – Holiday Lights Drive 

 
Dipstick Calendar – 2017  
 
Jan. 4 ‐  (Wed) Monthly Meeting (VB)  
  Frankie’s Place for Ribs 
 
Feb. 7 – (Tue) Monthly Meeting 
 
Feb. 18  ‐ (Sat) Antiques Roadshow Drive 

Mar. 1 – (Wed) Monthly Meeting 
 
Mar. 18  ‐ (Sat) Cask or Keg 2017 
 
Apr. 4– (Tue) Monthly Meeting  
 
Apr. 28 – 30 (tentative dates) Spring Tour XV 
 
May 3 – (Wed) Monthly Meeting 
 
June 2 ‐  3    Moss MotorFest 2017 – Petersburg, VA 
  www.MossMotors.com 
 
June 6 – (Tue) Monthly Meeting (VB) 
  Hosted by Issie and Bill Yoshida 
 
June 19 – 23 – NAMGAR – GT‐42, Solvang, CA 
  www.NAMGAR.org 
 
June 25 – 28 – NAMGBR – MG‐2017, San Diego, CA 
  www.NAMGBR.org 
 
July 5 – (Wed) Monthly Meeting 
 
July 11 ‐15 ‐  GOF‐Central – Akron, OH 
  www.GOFentral.com 
 

 
 

Barksdale Theater 
Neil Simon’s,Brighton Beach Memoirs 
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Check out the websight for 
more pictures from Susan 
and Don. 
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Dipstick October 2016 
 
2017 Membership: As of 22 September’s mail there are 106 paid membership with 8 Promises to renew.  
I’ve not yet heard from 3 members.  
 
2017 Non-Renewals:Bob & Barbara Ross sold their 1980 B; Keith & Mary Henry sold their 1979 
Midget; I have been unable to contact Dennis Sobota (1978 MGB) by phone or e-mail and must assume 
he has moved; Dorothy Price called to let me know that Jack has been ill and they have sold their 1979 
Midget. 
 
New Memberships:  
I spoke with Durant Phillips at the Ocean View Pier meeting in September and provided him with a 
TMGC Membership Registration Form.   
. 
Cars: Total cars – 178 (If all remaining 2016 memberships renew for 2017) 

Cars & Types: 171 of the following types of MGs: 
 
MGA A- Coupe B B-GT C C-GT TC TD TF Midget   
29 2  77 17 1 4 7 20 4 10 
 
Other/Various MGs – 7 (1-Cooper MG/ 2-VA/ 1-YB/ 1-ZB/ 2 ELVA Courier) 
 
Dues:  I turned over $210 in checks and $20 in cash for dues money to Jim Villers at the 7 September 
meeting.  I currently hold $100 in checks and $20 cash for turnover to Jim.     
 
2017 Annual Directory:  I hope to have the new Directory available by the October meeting.  A digital 
copy of the 2016 Directory will be sent to each member by e-mail when it is published. A limited number 
of paper copies are available “by request”.  If you received a paper copy last year we already have you 
marked to receive one again this year.  If you no longer desire to receive a paper copy, or if you want to 
be added to the list to receive a paper copy of the Directory, send me an e-mail. 
 

Ever wonder what an MGB looks like on the inside? 
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Tidewater MG Classics 

C/O Kathy & Mark Davidoski 

4705 Little John Road 

Virginia Beach, VA  23455 

davidoskicrew@cox.net 

FIRST CLASS 

The Dipstick 
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