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Hi, all--

Since time is short this month and I'm stuck with a manual typewriter,
this introduction will be brief., I'd like to thank all contributors
for their articles. A couple items I should mention here since they
won't appear elsewhere are two upcoming events in North Carolina--
the Fifth Annual British Car Days South, May 21-23 in Charlotte and
the Green Park Inn Spring Fling, June 11-13 in Blowing Rock. Call me
for more information or ask me about it at the May meeting.

APRIL MEETING--SECRETARY'S MINUTES:

As the second hand swept the hour, old Robert Davis appeared...a gasp
was heard from the crowd. Could this be true?? Robert on time?

The meeting opened on a joyous note...the announcement of the birth of
& baby girl to Bill and Sue Gordon. The proud daddy passed around a
photograph, we all approved of the newest MG member. Glad to hear
Mom's doing well.

Let's document this...Roy Wiley said the minutes were "perfect" and
someone was even foolish enough to second the motion. Eat your heart
out, Andy--I never heard such kind words spoken about "your" minutes,

The phone rang...ring,ring,ring...the room was silent, it was our
- treasurer calling in her report. Watch out, Bess, loud boos were heard,
* She saild, "Subtract $156.00 from previous balance." This should put

us at a balance of approximately §7u9.u1.

The events chalrman wanted to report but felt unprepared. H= did

manage to give us a run down on the GOF. The dates are April 30-

Yay 2--elght couples are attending. A loosely knit caravan will be
leaving from the closed Texaco Station at the base of the ramp leading

to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel at 3:30 PM sharp. It's questionable
as to the time needed to travel...somewhere in the range of 3%-5% hours.
This 1s where things got sticky. A late registration fee will be charged
after the 9ta of April. It was confirmed that all meals would be in-
cluded in the price regardless of where you were staying. Sounds like

a wonderful time.
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Parts report was malnly concerning canvas tops that can be purchased
through Phase I at approximately $160.00. MGA hood medallion available
$17.00--see Robert.

The "maiden" run of Andy's IF is still a mystery. Will Mike Ash win
tne race? Stay tuned for next month's update!

The secretary 1s presently accepting resumes for her "executive
secretary"...no experience necessary...will train...Andy, you need not

apply.

The winner of the second trivia quiz was Henry C. Griffin III, sometimes
better known as "Hank Giffin, the out of town-in town member."® The
pressure of the out of town lobbying strikes again.

Admiralty Sandblasting on Va. Beach 3lvd. does magnificent work and at
an extremely reasonable price. You can ask Walt Thompson or see for
yourself at tne next meeting.

O'Connor Classic Autos, 2569 Scott Boulevard, Santa Clara, CA 95050...
wnlle corresponding with Mike we found that he had no catalogue but uses
Moss Motors parts numbers and as of 3/5/82 offers free shipping with

all orders. You don't have to belong t> the "“T" Reglster or even a

club. We've recelved several orders and have been pleased...he supported
our GOF--let's try to support him. Walt visited with Mike in California
tnls week and will give us detalls at the May meeting.

Elsie 1s stilll peddling her "T" shirts at $3.50. The manuals are selll
fast so bring your checkbook next month.

Ellen Lunsford broke her leg several weeks ago. We wish her a speedy
recovery and nope to see her at the next MG meeting.

Tne meeting was adjourned only to be tempted by the Oriental delights
of the Nolans...really yummy and such neat pots! Who can diet and be
a member of this group?
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- Mini-GOF--April 30 - May 2 in Royal Oak, MD. See minutes above for
information on caravan.

May Meeting--Wednesday, May 5 at the Thompsons'. (Map on last page.)
Spring Rally--Sunday, May 16 at the Old Cavalier, Va. Beach at 1:30 PM

hosted by Halls and Halnes. There will be chip and dip at the
Haines home after the rally.

June meeting--Tuesday, June 1




31.

production models.

32,
33.
34.

VIPSLLICA IRLIVIA «UILZ #4 - MAY 1982

T or F - D radiator grilles were never chrome plated on standard

In what year was the TA (or Series 'T') introduced?

T or F - The first MG was called "0ld Number One".

what was the color of the last MG manufactured at Abingdon?

35.
36.

What name did the British give to IC fenders?

What club member's MG engine becamne a home for mice?

37.

I or F - Beginning in 1948 all IC's wer~ produced with bumpers.

38.

On what date was the Fifth Annual Wicker Basket Affair held?

39.
4o.

[ or F - The first MG Midget was not an "A" TIype.

I'o what car does the MGIF owe its existence?

Your name
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Dear Mr. President,

Initially, I commended you on your endeavour to start a trivia
contest for the membership of the Iidewater Chapter (in-town and out-
of-town). Unfortunately, it was not foreseeable that the chippling and
complaining that you have had to bear would occur. When I read the
letter from Henry C. GAffin III, I was aghast that he would =ttempt
to discredit the in-town membership by implying that there might be
blas against out-of-towners, I felt that this act was surely beneath
his dizgnity.

denry C. Giffin III has aoparently been awarded what he has been
seeking sincdrﬁeginning of the trivia quiz, a five d»rllar gift certif-
icate. Perhaps now we can go on witn thnese challenging and informative
qulzzes without the inordinate amount of unnecessary commentary from
certain personalties. Perhaps now that he has won, Hank can now ratiom-
alize the $35 expenditure for the MG reference book which he bought
specifically for the trivia quiz effort.

Keep up your excellent work, Ross, and don't be distracted for a
moment by correspondence such as you have been receiving from Hank
Giffin. It is not worthy of your concerns.

Jim
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FROM VLDE NUMBZER 6733:

When I originally undertook the task of creating the first MG trivia
quiz, I had no idea that I would end up feeling like Dear Abby! The
latest letter addressing the integrity of the club is included in this
newsletter in a section I have titled "Letters to the President™,
(Letters to tne President? 1I've heard of Letters to tne Zditor, but
this is riduculous!) This thing could go on and on.

Here's the latest tally:

Name I'nis Month Qverall
Ron Eaton *winner 10/10 29/30
dank Giffin 10/10 30/30
Jim Banvard 10/10 29/30
Mike Ash 9410 9/10
Bill Gordon 4/10 L/10
Andy Wallach 9/10 9/10

It's nice to see some new faces this month. I hope to see more next
month. Ron, Hank and Jim are now ineligible for =z monthly win so that
Should be added incentive for some of you less than avid trivia buffs
to participate.

Bill Gordon was nice enough to point out that the answer to question
#7 (wuiz #1) was not completely correct. It turns out that the TIa
was never called a TA until the [B was built. Therefore the first
model of the "I-series" was really a "Series 'T'", Since we now
refer to it as a TA I'm going to accept the answer as printed in tne
newsletter. (As it turns out it wouldn't make any difference anyway
since all three of the participants answered the question the same.)
Thanks for the interest, Bill!
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questions and Answers - Irivia wuiz #3

21. What was the nickname given to tne very first meeting of tne

MG Car Club?

A. "Natter and Noggin". "Iwo points worthy of c.omment are: the

very first meeting of tne MG Car Club was in event suca as nas since

come to> be known as a "Natter and Noggin"; and, for the meeting to be

held witnin five weeks of the original suggestion that a club be formed
indicates that tnose conce%?d did not drag thesir feet." (IS0, Dec. 80,p.47)

22, T or F - All MG TF's were equipped witn turn signals.

A, True. "This policy of standardization was carried a step farther
with the coming of the TF. Witn only & few exceptlions, all I'F's w2re
alike regardless of intended destination. All TIF's had turn signals,
for example, while only late ID's meant for North America had been

so equipped." (TS0, Oet. 80, p.12)

23, Who was the driver of the "fastest ever" MG?

A. Phil Hill. "MG's last record breaker, EX181, will be doing a

tour of U.S. auto shows this year. If you have a chance to see 1it,

by all means do. This fastest ever MG was used at Bonneville in 1957
and 1959. Our Phil Hill was the last driver and set a mark of 254.91mph
in the "roaring raindrop". (ISO, Feb. 79, p. 4)

24, What MG owner won the Ed Roy Trophy in 19787

A. Ed Karem. "Congratulations to...Ed Karem, VM12Z2 on the occasion
of the Veteran Motor Car Club of America's prestigious =Zd Roy I[rophy
being presented to SA/2739 in recognition of its being chosen tne best
restored car of foreign make in 1978." (7SO, June 79, p.Z22)

25. Who is the club member who made a "U-turn across eight lanes of
traffic...in Toronto, Canada?

A. Jim Banvard. "Speaking of crazy driving, loronto is still talking
about the funny looking little black car that flipped a U-turn across
eight lanes of traffic, through a red light into three lanes of oncoming
traffic, no less. Fortunately, Brenda Banvard did not witness this
manueuver." (Club Newsletter, July 1978)

26, In what T-series MG did the first 1250cc engine appear?

A. TB. "The 1250 engine had first appeared ian the IB, back in 1939,
and its proud history ultimately included a number of speed records on
the Utah salt flats." (IsO, April 80, p.30)

27. Approximately what percentage of MG I'D's was exported?

A. d. 90. "The TID represented a dramatic change in policy for MG.
distorians differ on the exact figure, but at least minety percent
of all TD's were exported." (I'SO, April 1980, p.40)

28. I or F - MG TF's were produced in both right and left hand drive
configuration.

A. True. "Of course, 8ome duplication of parts was unavoidable.

fne steering gear and control pedal assembly from a RHD car would not
work on a LdD version, so two types of each had to be carried in stock.
(rso, Oct. 80, p.12)
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29. vhat is the name of the award given to tne person who accumulated
tne most points by participation at a GOF?

A. Eyston award. "gyston Award: Given to the person wno accuamulates
the most polnts by participation at a GOF." (I30, June 1981, p.41)

30. What was done with the last MG manufactured at Abingdon?

A. It was placed in British Leyland's Car deritage sfuseum. "And
Finally--For those of you who haven't been able t> get by the campalign
rnetoric long enough to find out what of iamportance is really nappening
in the world, the last MG rolled off the assembly line in Abingdon on
October 24, 1930, and rignt into British Leyland's Car deritagze duseum
2t Brentford in West London. T©he white MGB was the last of the
1,155,032 MG's made in Aoingdon since 1929. Tne king is dead, long
live... (Dipstick, Noveanber 1980, p. 7)
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525 Ranchitos Del Sol
Aptos, Ca. 950Nn3
March 10, 1982

Dear MG Club:

I need your help to get the word out to your Club members. For
many years I have been selling new Dunlop wire wheels directly to
enthusiasts at extremely cut-rate prices--almost always below other
company's wholesale prices. 1In the past six years I have pleased over
250 enthusiasts with my low prices and honest approach. I am sure
many of your members have heard of me as I have sold wheels to
enthusiasts in 36 States and Canada. S .

Dunlop has not produced 15 inch wire wheels since 1979 and the
outlook remains dim for future production. However, a US long-time 4
wire wheel manufacturer and restorer has bequn to manufacture exact
duplicates of Dunlop's wheels, only of superior quality--particularly
"trueness." A large west coast parts firm has been advertising these
wheels for the past few months--at exorbitant prices. I now have
access to these wheels and am offering them at prices below the whole-
sale prices of this parts firm!

Fifteen inch painted . .. chrome
48 spoke x 4" L T T
60 spoke x 4 1/2" $119 . . s189
72 spoke x 5" $129 e $199

Thirteen and fourteen inch 60 spoke wheels are also available.at the
above 60 spoke price. S X T (R Vi et
. : o L) (Pt B ) wg )

My low profit margin does not allow extensive advertising.
Therefore I am approaching you through this letter, hoping that you
will socmehow pass on this news to your members. Anyone interested in
purchasing wire wheels will very much appreciate your efforts to
spread the word, a2z do I. Thank you.

Interested persons may write or call me for more information. 1If
anyone's interested I have references in 36 states. Thank you again.

I can be called (408-684-0485) between 6:00 and 10:00 pm (Calif.
time) Monday-Friday, and anytime before 6:00 pm on weekends. I'm not
always there--keep trying. b ¢ Fls b oish e e

Sincerely,

. Bruce Erfe

PS: I have two TDs.
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REPLACING PNEUMATIC FLUID IN YOUR TYRES

While rereading an old Jawuar magazine recently I came
across a tech article that I felt would be of importance to
all MG 'T' owners, and have adapted the article for applieation
to our cars. I have not seen a prior article on this most imp=-
ortant of maintainence functions: the Timely Replacement of the
Pneumatic Fluid tn Your Tires!

This is a melntainence oroject even the 'backyard' aechanic
can accomplish, and will take no longer than one weekend, depend-
ing on your experience and speed of work. Even such a respected
technical expert as Bill Porter readily admits one of the keys
to his continued 'T' driving success 1s his in-depth knowledge
and skill in replacing his pneumatic fluld on a regular basis!

It 1s recommended the below proceedure be followed in detail
at least semi-annually, or at a minimum of 3000 miles, depending
on the amount of high speed touring you do.

PROCEEDURE

It 18 best tc find a cool dry day for this work. Lay out
all tools in advance of commencing work, including an ample supply
of beverage (Michelob in my case).
A. Park car on a fiat dry surface, insuring a firm and clean area
around the car. Allow engline to cool thoroughly prior to commenc-

ing work.
B. This may be a good opportunity to insure your beverage 1s suf-
ficiently co?l and drinkable.

. Utilizing' the prescribed portable jack provided, raise one
corner of the vehicle at a time, commencing at the off side rear
wheel (for right hand drive vchicles) or near side rear wheel

(for left hand drive vehicles), Working counter clockwise (for
RHD) or clockwise (forLHD), raise the axle and place one jack-
stand under the axle in such a manner as to support the wmehicle
with the tyre clear of the ground, Release the prescribed
portable jack (provided) and proceed in the direction as discussed
above until all four tyres are clear of the ground, s
D. It is most important at this time to step back from the operation
and survey your work. PFPrior to proceeding you must lnsure that
no axle has more than one jJjackstand under it, and that each axle
1s fully supported, A repeat of step B may be in order at this
Juncture. If you are a novice to complex technical proceedures,
the following artist's conception may bte of assistance,
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At this time you wmust determine If your vehicle has wire wheels

or disc wheels, If unsure, ycu should consult your workshop
manual, If still unsure, compare your vehicle's wheels with those
depicted in the first dlagram provided (previous Page)s if similar,
you have wire wheels,

WIRE WHEELS (If disc wheels, proceed to below where indicated)

A WIth prescribed brass hammer (provided) vigorously pound retain-
ing wing nut of offside rear wheel (RHD) or nearside rear wheel
(LHD) until hand loose. Proceed around vehicle working counter-
clockwise (RHD) or clockwise (LHD) loosening all retaining wing
nuts. Once loose, continue to unserew until totally removed

from axle. Once removed, place wing nuts on a clean rag or turkish
toweling in the imuediate viclnity of the axle from which it was
removed, Insuring no dirt/foreign matter contacts the threads.
Vigorously pound the spare tyre wing nut until loose, then remove.
B. Vibrating the tyre back and forth on the axle, remove each wheel
with tyre intact, proceeding in the same order as above for all
operations, Lay the wheel in the immediate vicinity of the axle

it was removed from, being careful not to lay 1t on top of the
retaining wing nut., Remove spare simllarly, and place it at rear
of vehlicle,

DISC WHEELS

i, Eommenc]ng with the offside rear wheel (RHD) and working counter
clockwlise (or near side rear if LHD and working clockwise), remove
the hub covers by inserting the flattened end of the wheel nut:»
spanner in the recess provided adjacent to the retaining studs,

and giving it a sideways twist. Do not allow hub covers to fall
unimpeded to ground, as damage may result. Place removed hub
covers on a clean rag or turkish towellng adjacent to the axle .
from which removed, Remove spare tyre hub cover in a similar
manner and place at rear of vehlcle,

B, Utilizing the wheel nut spanner (provided), loosen and then .
remove the five retaining nuts exposed on theoffside rear wheel
(RHD) or near side rear (LHD). Place nuts adjacent to respective
hub cover, These retalning nuts have right hand threads(turn
clockwise to tighten and anti-clockwise to remove),

C. LIft the entire wheel including tyre from the studs and place

on ground near axle, Insurinag the side that was facing away from
the vehicle is un, =

D. Proceed around vshlcle Ina counter clockwise manner (RHD) or
clockwlse manner (L4D), removing all four wheels. Remove spare

in a similar manner,

BOTH WIRE WHEELS AND DISC WHEELS

A. hgaln, step back and survey the status of your operation.

Insure there are no more or less than five (5) wheels lying

around the vehicle, and that no axle has a wheel remaining

affixed to 1t.

B. This may be a good opportunity to repeat step B under Proceedure,
C. For novices, the following artist's conception of the status

of the Jjob 1s provided,




INSTALLING PNEUMATIC FLUID

i
PNEUMATIC FLUID EXTRACTION

1s 13 the most dangerous part of the operation, and 1t 1is
recommended a member of your family or a friend who is familiar
with cardlio-pulmonary resuscltation be standing by in the immeliate
vieinlty. INSURE YOU ARE IN A WELL VENTILATED SPACE!
A. Carefully don your charcoal air filter mask, and insure an
airtight seal around your face, Put safety gozgles on, insuring
complete protection for your eyes from flylng debris,
B, All operations which follow should be completed in the same
order as wheel removal,
C. Utilizing the tyre valve stem extractor (provided in tool kit)
and insuring direction of pneumatic fluld flow ls away from you
(see artist's conception below), slowly unscrew valve stem and
allow pneumatliec fluld to escape. For those with ‘originality"
concerns who desire to save thelr fluid, you may caoture the fluid
as 1t escapes fyvom the valve in a mayonaise or simllar Jar. "This
ls a sometimes complex proceedure and is extremely difficult., Once
captured, the used fluld may be stored in a sealed contalne¢ in
a cool dry space,
D. Once fluid no longer drains from the tyre, you may reinsert the
tyre valve stem utilizing the valve stem extractor(Provided) to
insure valve stem tightness.
%i f§oceed until all five (5) tyres have been drained of pneumnatic

u .

F. Eye protection and air filter mask may be removed at this time.

The most difflicult and demanding part of the %
Job 18 now over. You will now be putting things

back together, .

A, Starting at the tyre appropriate for RHD or LHD

as described above, screw the flexible pneumatic

fluid insertion hose on the pneumatic fluid in-

sertion tool (Artist's concept at rizht) onto the

tyre valve stem., Working the insertlion tool up

and down,:slowly recharge the tyre with pneumatlc

fluld, When the working of the tool becomes

difficult, you must check the fluld level in the

tyre. This is acccimplished by removing the flexible

hose and checking the fluld level with a pneumatic

fluid level indicator. Top up until the level pre-

scribed in your workshop manual 1s attained. Be careful not to
overfill.

B. This 1s tedlous work and requires physical exertion to a greater
extent than any previous step. An alternative as utilized by Bill
Porter which may save you this step 1s to offer the opportunity
to assist you to neilghborhood adolescents for a small fee, or pro-
vide substantial quantities of cold alcoholic beverages to fellow
Chapter membérs, who in all liklihood by this time would not mind
(or even feel) the physical exertlon.

C. It is most important to insure you follow the correct order

in installing fluid, and that all five (5) tyres are properly
topped off. Shortcuts or careclessness in this proceedure will
definately surface durlng the road test followlng reassembly.

THE CORRECT PNEUMATIC FLUID

Considerable discussion has occurred over the last few years
as owners become more and more orlginality consclous. Frequent
arguements as to the proper type and source of pneumatic fluld
can often be heard during concours events. These competitions s
have become so exacting, and the difference between winning cars
so slight that even the smallest bit of originality can make the
difference, If you are in this arena, It is suggested you write
and order direct from the 'mother country' a sufficient gquantity
to last you through several years. As inflation is constantly
inereasing the costs of all materials, nurchasing now will allow
you to get the best buy on pnesumatic fluiil possible.

For those not interested in concours, common American
pneumatic fluid available anywhere in the country will be sufficlent.
(Although some concern was observed by those at the recent Flayboy
Club GOF of the quality and useabllity of fluid avallable in New
Jersey).

REPLACING WHEELS

Wheel replacement 1s done in the reverse crder as removal:
for RHD vehicles start at the spare and work (1l .ckwlse, and for
LHD vehicles start at the spare and work count:i:lockwise, Be
cautious that while installine spanner nuts and :ing retalning
nuts you must turn in the opposite direction th:n that used durlng
the removal phase to tighten,

JACKSTAND REMOVAL

Jackstand removal 1is agaln completed in reverse order as
that used for removal of wheels. Utilizing the prescribed portable
Jack (provided), ralse the axle off the jackstand a sufficlent
helght to allow removal of the jackstand. Carefully remove Jacks
stand. Slowly lower vehicle until it 1s resting on the bottom
of the tyre. Proceed around vehicle until all four (&) tyres are
resting on the ground, and the vehicle is sitting in a level
state. Prior to proceeding it 1s best to insure all objects are
removed from under vehicle. Replace portable jack and other tools
in toolbox under bonnet,

ROAD TEST ;

Once you are satisfied that the vehicle 1s again roadworthy,
you should warm up the engine and test all electrical systems
for proper operation., Once underway, it 1s advisable to proceed
at a reasonable speed while the new fluld is evenly distributing
itself. If you do not notice an appreciable improvemnent 1n all
aspects of handling and performance, you may consider a full tune-
up, shock absorber (damper) replacement or fill up, spring lube-
rication, front end lubrication, wheel balancing, and front end
alignment. Happy T-ing. Hank Giffin (Artist-Aaron Giffin)
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