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Just a quick note to let evervone Know that there are some dates
left on the 1985 Schedule of Activities (published later in  this
newslettard . Sa, if you have been wanting to host z meseting or
event, now’s wour chance. Opportunities are going fast and will
be gone by the 7th of Fe=bruary (day after Feb. meseting? . Check
the Schedule and call Mike or Jennifer <Ashd. Locks like a good
M>G> year in the making and your participation can make it GREAT.

== vwa at the meesting on the &th at Faye’s...

M OTE.: Deadline for M &4 R C H newsletter is February 26

UPCOMING EWVENTS:

February & Wednesday - Mesting
7:38 p.m. - Kick tyre
S:48 p.m. — Business
=h

retreshmsn
February 24 Sunday - Brunch at Ft. Monros Officers’
Club
19:88 a.m Mest at Holidayw Inn aon W.
Ocean WView
{See detailszs later in newsletterd



WICKER BASKET AFFAIR REPORT <f(or annual pig-out as cpposed to

pig roast?
What fun and what great food. Mot wery much left ower, that’:=
for sure., I had a good time chatting with the attendees. Missed
seeing Marilyn Wiley who was home alling. (Thanks for sending

Ray, Marilyn, he’s so nice to have around at dish—washing time.)
e missed seeing the Hall“s, I think they’ve beesn at ewvery cone
Missed the Barrow’s and the Maozley’s. Good to ses the gordon’ =,
the Duff =, the Pellerin’s {(sure glad Linda found the custard
powder for triflel?, the Ferino’s, the Tarr, the Dawis‘s, the
Wallach f{and his fantastic nachos), the Cantin’= (that was one
dizsh I was thrilled to find some leftovers of. Chopped chicken
liwvers on home made bread iz a lunch Fit for rovalty?, the
Beauter‘s, the Haines’, the German’s, the Giffin’s, the Ash’s (I
think Jennifer should enter her coconut cake in the contest), the
Groover‘s, the Wiley, the Bradford, the Holcomb’s, and the annual
wisitars, the Boswell‘s (thanks to Susan whom out  with the
function would have been impossible since I7we been working
weskends and there would have been no way to get everwthing
finished without her help. Thanks....J}

Jennifer and I tried to call everyone who had not responded by
the weekend before ¢ that left most of woud. Hope no one forgot.

It was great. Most of us filled up on hors douevres befors but
we managed to finish off the main dishes too. FRobert Kicked over
the cat’‘s water. Girler made her “nest’ in the middle of the
coats on the bed again. John German brought the plans of the
house he is going to build in Ghent on & piece of property owned
by @Andy Wallach and his partnsr (any takersd . Beautiful house -
anly has a two car garage and a very small lot - afraid it s not
for the Banward's. I tried to assimilate Jennifer’s serving
zgoon  into my ==t but she persisted in her szsarch for 1t and I
Fimallyw gawve 1n. Jim made hiz public anncuncement that he wil!
E2 back in the Morfolk area on a permanent basis come Febk 12,
Dennis owercame my inability te tell the cutting side from the
dull =ide of the blades for the eslsctric kKnife anmd managed to

slice the delicicus ham, they brought without slicing his

fingers. The box wine was in ewvidence. Jennif=sr and 1 decided
that we wanted ewvervons to feel at home - that’'s why we never
served any exotic wines - just box brand. (Has anvone found a
generic brand - would it be in brown paper wrapper??

Mavbe the rest of wou will try this event next vear...

Brenda

ANNUAL TRIVIA QUIZ WINNERS

FIRST FLACE MIKE ASH
SECOMND PLACE JIM BakUSRD
THIRD PLACE CH&RLIE DIXOM




FT. MONMROE BRUNTECH

On Sunday February 24, we will hawve brunch at the Officers’ Club

an  Fort Monroe. The cost is $5.45 per person with children
between the ages of & and 12 half price and children urnder &
=ing free. The menu is quite extensiwve and includes Baron ot

EBeen, Ham, Sausage, and Omelets and eggs to order. Following the
Erunch we will travel to Ft. Eustis and tour the Army’s
Transportation Museum. Ggdmission i= FREE. e will meet at the
Holiday Inn on West Ocean Veiw at 18:88 a.m., and then leawve tor
Ft. Monroe. FTeacse cal] Bob or Fat (480-2288) by Wednesday
February 20 (newsletter deadline, alsoc) =o that we can tell the O
“lub how many we will have.....( (Map el sewhers)

JaMUARY MINUTES -

The January meeting of the Tidewater MG T Club was hosted oV
Jennifer and Mike fAsh. Jennifer gave an activities report which
included a calendar of events for the year (listed elsewhere 1n
the newsletter?. There are <till a few months l=2ft which need
hozts for the meetings andsor actiwvities. The deadliine for the
February newsletter is January Z32.

Under 0Old EBusiness, the wearly TRIVIA QUIZ winners wer e
announced. Mike @Ash, first place, received a %25 Regalia
certificate; Jim Banwvard, second place, received a $15 Regalla
certificate;y and Charlie Dixon, third place, receiwved a $14@
Fegalia certificate.

Under Mew Business, the Wicker Basket will be (and was) January
Z&  at Brenda and Jim Banward’s home. &lso there will be a Tech
Session on January 19 at 1@:889 a.m. at Mel Baker’s on Harness

Bliring. The mesting was then adicurned.

Fat Beauter
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TF 1Zga Fed, Black Top % Tonneau.

Under 2668 miles on complete (all
parts) engine rebuild by Faoo

In starage last 7-28 vears, exc
annual "around the block" ==

Excellent condition.

EF0E6E,684

Buck Lampton (former member)
21&s Bluebird
Mcalester, O 74
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#18-423-27232 ¢
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2% MGA Roadster RedsBlack intzricr.
Mew top % Tonneau
Faint new 12 months
Zolid Body ino bonda)
Extra Deck Lid, manuals
Was $4573, ijSacrifice 4066
Rich Johnstan
La, Beach
4Z27-5Z835

MGA Parts - 18688 Rebuilt Short Block (nao headd
2 Front Fenders
Windshisld
1 Fead Fender
Paul Fellman
Va. Beach
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IT started as a rumour in g
motoring magazine, backed
up by an artist’s impression,
but it was more than enough
to send a tremor of exultant
nostalgia racing through the
motorways and B-roads of
Britain.

Someone had seen a proto
head sports car with e
init! MG above the radiator.

Maybe it was all secref
though Austin Rover t?;ecutiv:s’
are busy claiming they knew
nothing about it. But if the whole
thing was a cunning market res-
earcher's way of testing public
reaction, the result couldn’t have
been more positive,

Put the two best loved letters in
& century of motor engineering on
8 Metro or a Maestro and all you
have is an addition to a range.

Put them on the bonnet and
wheel hubs of an open two-seater
and you recreate s legend that
refuses to die. :

Today, five years
after the factory
ates at Abingdon
Elosed for thl%u ngg
me, over )
pre-1980 MGs are alive and well
on British roads alone,
World flgures are impossible to
Guineg a'm? = d.ll{ mgkong&u h
1 Arabia ave
their own MG
no less than 27 se

by WILLIAM GREAVES

member British-based MG Owners’
Club is the biggest single-make
motoring organisation in the world,
Angela Rippon owns one. So do
star Sting and disc
Read. ce Philip courted
his future Queen in one and Prince
Charles and Prince Andrew both
followed their father's lead.

And the fact that I used the
same bait to ensnare Mrs Greaves
at least proves MG's claim tp be
the most democratic performance
car ever built.

While many thoroughbreds from
Bentley to Ferrari have outshone it
In terms of luxury and glamour no

sports car ever built rivalled the
MG for an appeal which ally
transcended every barrier of class
and income.

The first MG, a hand-built con-
version of a workaday Bullnose
Morris constructed by Cecil Kimber
in the mid-1920s and christened
after the initials of Morris

es, of which he was man-
ager, cost £279 to build and was
resold soon afterwards to a friend
for £300.
Lord Nuffield, founder of Morris
Motors, recognised the growing
Bopularity of Kimber’s conversion
y buying his Abingdon factory in
1935, and two years later the first
of the famous 'T" series was on the
market for a mere £222,

With its famillar fold-down
Jadn :gntha.nd spare wheeb}jl ‘at-
a e rear square-shaped
petrol tank, a ‘T" even in peor cODa

dition is worth nearly £3,000 today
and as much as £9,000 at best.

But even with money In his
pocket the enthusiast would be—
hard put to find one. Although
nearly 50,000 were built—and many
are still on the road—the latest
edition of the MG Owners Club
magazine offers not one 'I" series
model in two packed pages of cars
for sale.

‘Anyone who owns one would
rather sell his house than part
with it’ says Roche Bentley, 34-
year-old secretary of the MG
Owners Club. ‘And the same goes
for all the later models, right up
to the limited edition of MGBs pro-
duced after the Abingdon factory

One proud owner under the
spell is T7-year-old pensioner
Eddie McGowan who bought his
seventh MG, a ‘B’ model, back in
1967. Since then it has clocked
up an incredible 304,000 miles
and been admired in America,
throughout Europe, Russia, and
Afghanistan, the Far East and
Australia.

‘It's still got its original body,
engine, gearbox and back axle,
and the nearest it has ever been
to a garage is to fill up with
petrgol and oil, says the
indefatigable McGowan who is
planning a drive from, New York
to San Frangisco.

.,

~ I told him I could never part with

. |

=

AN MG like this was everyone's idea o/ a sp
designed by Cecil Limnber (top left, driving |
and though production stopped five vears
(centre) still capture the imagination.

] ‘The Russlans
. loved it. and where-

ever I stopped a

crowd gathered

round it, At Brest,
I happened to Le staying at the
same hotel a3 the managing
director of Mercedes Benz. He got
out his cheque beok and asked
me how much I wanted for it, but

The best way to understand the
world-wide fascination of the MG
sports car is to ask Roche Bentley
what he coes for a living when he's
not runrping the MG Owners' Club.

‘What do I do for a what?' he
splutters. ‘Do vou have any idea
what looking after this breed of
fanatic actually entails? Our
owners don't just run a car—they
inherit a whole way of life!

That Is why Roche Bentley is
one man who is certain that new
MG sports cars, whatever the
denials, will be on the road again
within the next three years,

<
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