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Our thanks to Mike and Jennifer Ash for the outstanding job
on the fall rally. Congratulations to Fete and Elaine Micken for
their first place showing and willingness to be rally masters for
the spring rally. Thanks also to Tom -and Jean Hall for sponsoring
the November meeting.

Efforts to encourage increased committee participation are
paying off. Gloria Benson is our new newsietter editor and Arla
Strasser has rejoined the regalia committee. A gpecial committee
to investigate advantages and disadvantages of becoming chapters
of the MGA and MGB registers has been formed. This committee is
headed by Mel Baker. Mike Ash represents the MGA owners. Karl
Mahumed, Roy Wiley and Dan Boswell represent the MGB, MGT and MGY
owners respectively. The committee is to present an initial
report on their findings at the December meeting and a written
report for inclusion in the January newsletter. Please contact
the committee members with your comments and feelings on this
matter.

I have been in contact with the Tidewater Sports Car Club
concerning the British Isles Festival. A car show, funkhana,
rally and rolling tour are planned for the weekend of Apr 22Znd.
More information will be forthcoming after the first of the year.
Of more current interest is the TSCC sponsored car show,
autocross and rally on Dec éth at the Great American Outlet Mall
on Virginia Beach Blvd to raise money for the Joy Fund. Dash
plaques and trophies will be awarded with a donation to the Jov
Fund required for entry and for voting on "Best in Show." Pre-
registration for the show is not required. I think this would be
a worthy cause for club participation and ask for a large turnout
even though this event is not on our "official" calendar.

If you couldn’t make it to the November meeting, you missed
another great VCR production by Cecil B. DeKlein. Don Jones was
impressed enough with Lee’s coverage of the fall rally that he
suggested we offer a copy of Lee’s handiwork to other clubs in
return for VCR coverage of their events. Sounds like a great idea
to me! Any volunteers to Pick up on this suggestian and run with
it?

I have asked that Articles VII and VIII of our By-laws be
published in this issue of the Dipstick for the benefit of new
and old members alike. We need to take a look at the by-laws to
see if changes are desired and will be discussing this at future
meetings.

Safety Fast!
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ACTIVITIES COMING UP:

*December 1 (Tue) MONTHLY MEETING at the ARLA STRASSER-/BILL GRANER
residence. 7:30 - Kick tirea/buy reffle tickets/
put on neame-tag. 8:00 Business meeting.

12 (Set> CHRISTNAS-HOLIDAY PARTY:
7230 p.». et ROY & MARILYN WILEY’s home. See mep
eand details further on in this iasve.

» Note dete cheange!

THERE WILL BE NO "DIPSTICK™ IN JANUARY, SO HERE’S THE SCHEDULE...

Januvary 6 (Wed)> MONTHLY MEETING et JEAN & DAVE BOWLING’s (the
proud new grendperents of Micheel Davidi) See
mep further on...

30 (Set) ANNUAL WICKER BASKET AFFAIR:
7:30 p.m. ot JIM & BRENDA BANVARD’as. Pleese call
V,-:b Brende and let her know which of your gourmet
F?}éb}“ dishes you will be bringing. soc that she cen

g¢;Q&{ co-ordinete the meel. This is en annual
P < fund-reiser for the club end will cost $5 per
Uﬁﬁ couple, wine end beer provided - e bargooni! See
e map In FZquaM1 for directiona.
v
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Two nevw semberships were subsitted at the raeally - those of Barbare
Ross and Peul Vierengo, with an NGB and NGA, respectively. Then et the
Kovember meeting, two more new members joined; Tom Wedgewood, with a
TD and Jaemes Stewert, & young Nevy man with en NG Midget. Pleesse
velcome them to the Club, and add their nemes and addresses to your
roster:

BARBARA ROSS PAUL & GERLINDA VIARERGO
4701 Sweetwood Court 825 Pleinsman Court
Virginia Beech, 23462 Virginie Beach, 23452
280 NGB - 497-5823 NGA - 340-7613

THOMAS WEDGEWOOD JANMES STEWART

3628 Carter Rd 140 Orleena Circle
Portamouth, 23703 Norfolk, 23509

%2 TD - 483-4841 *74 Nidget - 640-8893

Ve hope you will all become active members end feel free to volunteer
to host & meeting or help orgenize one of the club-ectivities.

INVITATION
7 It
e F*
CHRISTMAS - HOLIDAY PARTY
-t

MARILYN & ROY WILEY’a

22231 Popler Point Roed,
Ve. Beech

Seturdey, December 12
7:30 p.».

R.S.V.P. to Merilyn & Roy (481-1543) before Dec.il and let them know
vhet perty-dish (finger-fooda) you will be bringing. See »ep
for directions, c~ buck pogu
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SPORTS CAR CLUBS HELP MAKE CHRISTMAS MERRIER!!

Dust off that dashboard, get out those maps, and tune up the
engine - Virginia's biggest sports car club event is headed this
way on December 6th. There will be autocrossing, a road rallye
and a car show, all on the same day, when S & D Imports!
sponsors  Christmas Car Fun at the Great American Outlet Mall in
Virginia Beach. A1l of the procesds will go to make Christmas a
lot merrier for the less fortunate children of the area.

The autocross will be the biggest event of the day, with over 70
cars expected. Cars will run, one at a time, through a course of
pylons on the parking lot, with the best time in each class
winning a trophy. Autocrossing is a test of a cars handling
ability, and a drivers skill, with classes for all types of cars.

Rallyists will get a set of route instructions to follow, that
will take them on a trip through Virginia Beach. Along the way
they will have to find answers to guestions in the instructions.
The gimmick rallye should take the teams (driver and navigator)
about 90 minutes to complete.

A car show will also be going on in the Outlet Mall's parking
Tot. A1l types of cars are expected to enter, antiques, sports
cars, race cars, street rods, and show cars. The peoples choice
awards will go to the cars receiving the most donations.

Registration for all events opens at 9 AM at the Great American
Qutiet Mall, 3750 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach. The
dutocross gets under way at 10 AM, the car show at 11, and
Rallyists may start any time from 10 AM to 2 PM. A1l entrants
will receive a participant dash plague. The rallye proceeds will
go to the Joy Fund and the Christmas Fund; all other proceeds
will go to the Joy Fund.

S & D Imports, 1072 W. 38th St. in Norfolk, 1is sponsoring all
three events. Tidewater Sports Car Club is conducting the
autocross and car show, and the Sports Car Club of America is
conducting the rallye. For more information on these events,
call Dave Hinde, 461-SCCA, or TSCC's Hotline, 427-5636.

Donation: $10 for Autocross, Rallye, or Car Show
Show $5 for Rallyists or Autocrossers -- $20 for three eventis

(804) 466-1308
(804) 466-1317
- DARRELL D. WILLIAMS

EXOTIC FO ORCAR
ACCESSCRIES

RICHARD L. MULLINS

5121 VIRGINIA BEACH BOULEVARD
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502

— ™ TOLL FREE: 1-800-CAR-1099

£
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RESULTS OF FALL RALLY - by Mike Aah

The Fall Rally held on Sunday, 1 November was well supported, and I think enjoyed by all
who participated. The route took the entrants through nearly 60 miles of Virginia Beach
(Pungo) country-aide. The trees, although juat past their peak for Fall colors, were
atill a beautiful aight. We could not heve wished for better weather - sunny and over
70 degrees. Jennifer and I set out and checked the rally the two previous week-enda and
the day before, and those driveas out in the country were just as beautiful. We have
been very fortunate this Fall.

Exactly 20 cara participated in the rally. One car, the Viarengo’s MGA, retired with
mechanical trouble, otherwise all made it to the finiah. The finiah waes at our house,
with beer and barbecue to round off the afternoon. The barbecue was made froam left-over
pig from the pig roaat, and very delicioua it waa. Scoring on the rally was by
deduction of points for nmissed anawera, with one queationa - "How many traffic aignals
«.." to be used if a tie-breaker was needed. Only one entrant, the Benaons, correctly
identified the 9 aignals. Overall, the rally was won by Pete and Elaine Micken in their
NGB. Pete and Elaine miased 2 questions. Second place went to John and Sandy German in
their MGA. They missed 4 queationa. Before the application of the tie-breaker
question, there waa a tie for third place, with 5 questiona misased, between the TD
driven by Peggy Bradford and the MGB driven by Dan Boswell. But, with a gueas of 8,
Peggy waas closer to the number of traffic signala than Dan’s gueass of S5, ao third place
went to Peggy and her navigator. For leat place, with 17 questions missed, the booby
prize went to Mel and Judy Baker in their MGB.

The following ia the final acores of all the participants (lowest acore wina), with the
tie-breaker applied where neceasary:

1. Micken MGB 2 11. Moore MGB 8
2. German MGA 4 12. Bensaon MGB S
3. Bradford MG TD S 13. Groover MG TD 9
4. Boawell MGB S 14, Perino MG TC 9
S. Jackson (JehW) MG TD 6 15. Kline NGB 9
6. Hall (Tom) MGB 6 16. Dillard MGB 12
7. Wallach 27 6 17. Mullins Midget 12
8. Banvard MGB 7 18. Lasaen MG TD 16
9. Bowling TR-3 7 19. Baker MGB 17
10. Davia MG TD 7 20. Viarengo MGA DNF

The winners, Pete and Elaine Micken, have volunteered to set out the next Spring Rally.
My thanks to them. My thanks alaso to all of the participanta. A good turn-out makes
all of the preparation worth while.



TECHNICAL CORNER - by Mike Ash

I think that there are a few members who are contemplating painting their MGs
this winter or sometime in the near future. I believe I heard it menticred a
couple of times at the last meeting and it was suggested that I cught to do a
techriical article on the subject. First let me make ore thing perfectly clear -
I am not an expert. In fact, I don't know anyone who is an expert, even among
those who make a living doing bodywork and painting. And that includes the guy
to whom I paid almost $800 to paint my MGE. I am sure there are some experts
out there, but they are few ard far betweer and very expensive. I have seen
good, not—-so—good, and bad come from the same body shep. There are socme who

. will do a presentable job for a reascnable price, but a top quality job costs
money and the average customer is ricot prepared to pay for the extra hours of
labor required for the truly top quality finish. Re~finishing an automcobile is
a labor intersive task. A quality job takes time, more time and still more

t ime. There are no short cuts. However, if you have the time and the patience,
I still believe that ycu carn do a top quality jaob yourself in your cwn garage.
If the first orne turns ocut slightly short of top quality, you will have learned
a lot and you should still have a better-tharn—presentable finish fer a lot less
than it would have cost you for a just-presentable "professiornal" finish.

If you still think you wart to have a go, and I dor't see why you shcouldn't, let
me recount some of my experiences. About 10 years ago, I had, and still have,
several MG restoration projects lired up. If I was going to be able to afford
to get them all painted when the time came, I would have to do it myself. I
decided to use lacquer based paint for the final finish because I thought it
would be the most forgiving. If I screwed up, I could always sand it down and
do it over. However, lacquer is far more labor intensive than enamel, which is
why most body shops use enamel for overall refinishing. The first car I painted
(excludirng the Y-type I had in England that I painted with a vacuum cleaner
attachment) was Jernifer’s TD. The final finish was perfectly horrible. So
horrible that I rnever bathered te polish it cut or put the running becard strips
or gas tank panels back on. But I learred from the experierce. I learrned that
I did rot spend ercugh time on the preparaticn and that I did rot put on encugh
coats of paint. The secornd car I painted was Jernifer’s MGA Coupe. This turned
out much better and almost iv the preseritable class. Again I learred from the
experience. This time I learned that I still did not spend encugh time on
preparaticon and I still did riet put on encugh coats of paint. I did start to
buff out the finish, but gave up when I cut through to the primer a couple of
times. Having practised on two of Jernifer's cars, I decided that I had learried
erough to tackle the big crne - my TF. I think the TF turned out in the better-
tharn—presertable class and I think that I put on encugh coats of paint (lacquer
again). But I know that I still did not spend ercugh time on the preparation,
The final firnish is merely an image of the base, ard poor preparation will show
right through to the top coat.

After these three experiences, I decided that maybe auto refinishing wasn't for
me and that I would find an "expert" to paint the MGB. I finally found somecore
ir the business on their own who had dore some nice work for members of the
Antique Car Club. On the MGE, I had dore all of the necessary repair by welding
irn new metal. All I rieeded was somecre to do the final surfacing of the repair
sreas and arn overall paint job. Well, for $800 I was disapointed. In gereral,
the cverall finish was quite gocd, except for the sard scratches in the alumirum
nood. But there wasn’'t encugh attention to detail, like the edges of the wheel
rpenings or the lower body flarges. Alsz, after I had had it back for a while,
I discovered that the top coat easily chipped off dowrn te the primer. Ar
indication of poor preparaticn of the primer cocat pricr to the applicaticn of
the top coat. Sz, I think that I am going to do the rnext cne myself, and to
fzrce myself to sperd more time and have more patience with the preparatiorn.

-7-
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T refinish a car, you obviously need some equipmert. The primary item is an
air compressor and a good guality spray gun. The compressor must be a mirimum
of & hp. Anything less will not maintain the required pressure at the spray gun
while in operation. The spray gun must be a good cne. It is difficult, if not
impossible, to do a good job with & bad gun, evern though it is possible to do a
bad job with a good gun,  However, a good quality gun will stack the deck in
your favar. A Binks, DeVilbiss, or similar quality gun will do the Jaob. Yo
will alsc need scme accesscories such as air pressure guages and water
separators. That is the essential equipment for painting. You may need scome
additional tools for the preparation, but that will depend on the extent of the
rnecessary body repairs. The next thing to consider is the type of pairt you
intend to use. The choice is betweer acrylic lacquer and acrylic eramel. An
excellent and durable finish can be obtained with one of the two-part epoxy
paints such as Imrcn. EBut these are not for amateurs and can be very hazardcous
to cne’'s health if rot handled and used correctly. Acrylic lacquers and ernamels
are relatively eacsy to use and, with a little care, both will produce a firne
finish. Of the twz, lacquer has the mast potential for a really show—gquality
finish. But the time ard effort required can be cornsiderable. The advantage of
lacquer for the first-timer is that mistakes, rurs arnd crarnge peel can be easily
sanded cut and refinished. The disadvantage of lacquer is the time it takes to
produce the final finish. Eight, ten or ever more coats of top-cocat are
required, with socme wet sarnding in between. Also, hand or machine polishing
with pzalishing compound is required to produce the final gloss finish. For the
average car, the polishing alone should take from 10 to 20 hours. I have never
spent anything like this amount of time with polishing compound, and it shows!
But, so I’m told, the countless hours (maybe cver 100) spent on a lacquer Job
are all worth the reward in the winners' circle at the show!

With eramel, twz or three coats should do it, but it is essentially a one-shaot
deal. The final coat produces the final gloss, but that gloss is far better
thar that of lacquer pricr to polishing. Mistakes in eramel are much harder to
fix. If harderner is used in the paint, and it should be, mirnor imperfections in
the finish can be sanded ard polished cut. But major imperfectiorns require
starting cver to correct. Other differences between the twa paint types are: a
lacquer finish is harder but chips more easily tharn eramel, lacquer dries maore
quickly and is less likely to pick up dust than eramel, temperature and humidity
are less important in the application of eriamel than they are for lacquer.
Hawever, for both types, the effects of their potential disadvantages can be
minimized with chemical additives or the choice of thirmer.

Having decided on lacquer or enamel, the next step is to select the paint
mariufact urer. 1 have rno experierice here since I have cnly used Du Pant. I kriow
that many professiorials are very brarnd loyal, but I do not urnderstarnd the subtle
differences between the brands. The reasocri that I use Du FPont is because it is
readily obtainable arcund here from Norfolk FPaint. Du Pont, like the other
manufacturers, has complete and comprehersive paint systems for both acrylic
lacquer and acrylic eriamel. R system is a compatible series of primer paints,
finish ccat paints, hardeners, thirmers and other additives. Stop by Nerfolk
Faint sometime and pick up their pamphlets cn the subject, you will find them
very informative.

That's about all I have room for this time. Next time I will try to cover saome
-f the essertial points of body repair and preparaticon, including scome things
that 1 have learned the hard way. I hope what I have said so far does rnot put
youu of f doing youwr cwn paint job. With care and patierce it can be duore, arnd I
#row there are some good "home" jobs as well as poor "professional" jobs in the
2lub right row. I believe Chris Holecomb"s MGR is an example of the former, and
ycu all voted for that at cur car shaow!

-8~



CALENDAR OF EVENTS — 19888

JANUARY Wed. 6 MEETING - Deve & Josn Bowling
Set .30 WICKER BASKET AFFAIR - Jim & Brende Banvard’s

FEBRUARY Tuve. 2 NMEETING - Mel & Judy Baker
Sun.21 TECH SESSION - Rick Mullins’ heeted workahop!

MARCH Wed. 2 MEETING - Den Boswell
Set .26 1Sth ANNIVERSARY DINNER, Groovers & Hella, hosta.

APRIL Tue. S5 MEETING - Andy Wellach
Sun.10 TECH SESSION - Mel Baker
Set .23 BRITISH ISLES FESTIVAL at WATERSIDE - Cear Show

MAY Wed. 4 MEETING - Tony & Barbare Parino
Sun.1S SPRING RALLY - Pete & Elaine Micken, Rellymesters

JUNE Tve. 7 MEETING - HOST NEEDED
Sun.12 TECH SESSION - Hike Ash (Prepere for Bowie, Nd.)
Sun.19 THE ORIGINAL BRITISH CAR DAY - Bowie, Md.

JULY Wed. 6 MEETING - HOST NEEDED
Sun.24 CRAB FEAST - Mel & Judy Baker
(1 thru S - T-Register G.0.F., Andover, Nesa.)
(14 thrv 17 - MGB Register MINI-CON, Niagara Falla, NY)

AUGUST Tuve. 2 MEETING - HOST NEEDED
Sun.28 TECH SESSION - HOST NEEDED (Prepere for Richmond)

(T-Register "ALASKA CHALLENGE®" - no dete aset)

SEPTEMBER Wed. 7 MEETING - HOST NEEDED

Sun.11 BRITISH CAR DAY, Richasond (stey over Sat.night?)
Sun.25S PI1G ROAST/ANNUAL CAR SHOW - Chria & Shelley Holcomb
(15 thru 18 - T-Regiater G.0.F., Cooperstown, NY)

OCTOBER Tue. 4 MEETING - HOST NEEDED
1 -2 WAYNESBORO FALL FOLIAGE FEST / CAR SHOW
Sun.l16 FALL FOLIAGE RALLY - Mike & Jennifer Ash

NOVENBER Wed. 2 MEETING - Nike & Jennifer Ash
Sun.l13 TECH SESSION - Rick Mullins

DECENBER Tuve. 6 MEETING -~ HOST NEEDED
Set.10? CHRISTMAS-HOLIDAY PARTY - HOST NEEDED
ann There are several meetings and tech. sessions needing volunteer

hosta, so pleese let us know if YOU want to host one: cell us as aocon
as posaible. It will edd points towerds the perticipetion awerd!

Ve have ‘listed some of the netionel MG Registera’ eventa, and
will keep you up-deted in the Dipatick of others ea we learn about
them.

MIKE & JENNIFER ASH
Activitieas Chairmen, 495-0307
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