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T NOTES
The attendance at the Auqust meeting was one of the largest of the vear
and we =211 thank Sandy and John German for their hospitalitw.
The Eritish Marques Club, formally the Shenandoxh Yaltltey Triuameoh assoc-
latiaon  in conjunctian with the Wawnestora Fall Foliage Festiwval  hawve
Inwited us to participate in the Zixth annual British Car  Festival .
Car show aside, the trip to see the Fall foilage iz quite a treat, and
antiques and arts and crafts abound inm the arex.
The next meeting will be held at the Perinc’ = on Ttuesdav, September
l=t,

See vou there,

seot | = Tussdzaw - Monthly mesting 2t *ne
Ferinao =
- Kick Tvres
- Business meering foliowed
ovw ox osocial hour,
Sept 13 - Sundaw - The Third Annual Richmaond Sritish
Car Dzayw (Reg. in Julw newslszt*ar:
- -~ = : Pig-R & Scoas ic Cluk
Tept 27 - Sundaw - Annual Pia-Roast & Spasacdic Club

Car Show (Sth Annual % 3r8 Soasm!>
230 om at Thris & Shellev Holcocomo' s
See detaila latexr 1 thia =diricn.

DEADLIMNE for the 0O C T OB ER newsletter is Wednesday,
September 1§.
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REPORT ON THE TECH SESSION by Mel Baker )

It never <ceases to amaze me how much talent we have in the club,
2cspecially when it comes to the MG autcmobile. I guess it helps if wou
are technically oriented and have vears cof hands-on experience.

As 1t usually happens at a Tech csession, all problems were solwed
Sunday and all cars drove away. Fred Horner completed a tune-up on his
MGAd, and Vince Groover helped Bobby Pellerin adjust the timing on
Bobbyv‘s Austin Marina. Bobby alsc adjusted the valves and torqued the

head. Don Jones, ably assisted by Vince and Fred, reconnected the gas
gauge on his MGA.

Paul Thiergardt adjusted the carbs on his TF, while Mike Ash helped me
with a minor electrical problem. One circuit had an intermittent short
and Mike discovered that the fuse had a loocse end cap. The strange
thing is that it wasnt’t even a LUCAS fuse.

Lee Klein, Jim Jackson, Jennifer Ash, and Dawve Bolling stopped by to
Kibbitz and enjoy the nice spread that Judy had prepared.
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THANK YOU
Hey gang,
I would like to express my heart-felt appreciation to the Club and its
members for your support fallowing my recent heart attack. The floral
arrangement that I received 'in the Hospital was lovely, Your cards,
notes, wisits, and phone calls were all very much appreciated. Your

support has made my recovery much =asier and less traumatic.

Presentiw, I am somewhat bored with inactivity to last thru early
September at least. If you have some SMALL MG items requiring repair
or adjustment, please bring it by and 1’11 see what can be done; i.e.,
tfuel pump nat working., =tc. [ am somewhat immobile as of wvet, =a
bring necessary parts with wour project.

Thanks again for all of wour support.
Jim
FOR SALE
MGT Crankszhift $ 7Sa MGT Dist: 48182 & 208
MGT Head 144 MGTF Hood Pnls 184
MG Y PAX restored s&3aa MGA Bumper xszsve. frnt & rear 144
MG rear 2nd hub-hub 1an MGTD rear end,gears s housing 125
MGE 'im =d mag whesiz 84 ME Liborary %48
METE doors - 2ach =5 MGT= Zas tank Z94d

Zail Dan Socswell
488-35271
oD



TECHNICAL CORNER - by Mike Ash

I was hoaping that the fugust Tech. Sessicr weuld have produced scme discussicy
ferr this mcorth, but thirgs were pretty slcw! Mel has a write—up v that event
elsewhere irc this riewsletter. Mel's problem with his MG was ouite & commor cre.
The symptcirs were that the gas, cil anmd temperature guages, the wiperse ard the
turrn signals had all quit werking. Wher such & diverse group of items quits at
the same time, the probable cause is usually a fuse, brckers wire o corrcded
cermmectcrs. I1f the fuses lack OK, it is best tc check them withcut remcv i rig
them frcm the fuse block, because remcoval car scmetimes cause physical damage tc
the fuse itseglf. The best way to check the fuses ir place is with a voltmeter
cr & 18 volt te=st lamp. Remembeyr tc turw cw the igmiticr for- a ccmplete check.
Ore MEs &rd mast Eritish cars, browr wires feed the fuse block directly from the
battery (i.e., rmct thrcugh the igriticer switch) ard white wires feed the fuse
kleck through the igniticr switch. with the igrniticw crm, First check that there
is 12 volts at the ernd of each fuse ir the Ffuse block at side where the white
ard browrn wires sre attached. If there is ricc valtape cvi the fuse cap at that
erd, try at the clip or the cormectcs. The MG fuse blcck clips awd correctcos
s&re prone ta corrosicrs which will cause a bad or irntermittart ccrrmectier to the
fu=e. Wher: checkirg fc~ valtage at the cormecteors cor clips, soratch the surface
with the tip of the test probe to be sure of a gecd carmectiorn to the voltmeter
o~ test lamp. If there is rmc valtage at & clip o cormmecteor ¢m the imput side
of the fuse black, ther the circuit must be traced back to its scurce at the
battery co~ the igmiticow switeoh. If there is voltage orn the irput side, the rext
step is to check the cutput side. First at the fuse caps ard ther at the fuse
blaeck clips amd ccrmectcrs. Orce agairn, corrasicr carm the clips or cormectors
may be preveriting the currert from gettivg from the ernd of the fuse. 1f there
is vaoltage at the fuse cap but mat om the clip cr cormectcr, thaw remcve the
fuse and clear up the clip and cormectcr with fine sard prpey avrid try agair. if
the prcblem is because of ccrrasicr ¢v & Ffuse clip thew the cthers are prcbably
cecoroded as well and they &ll shculd be cleasred to prevert s similar prcblem the
Fcllawimg week! If everythirg checks cut at the fuse bleck, thers the circuit
shculd be checked systematically for valtage thrcocugh tca its destirmaticer. The
Lucas cormectcores are alsa prome to cceramicr {espicially cr my MGE which has
suffered total salt water imersicr crice in its life) armd shculd be individually
checked for electrical comtinuity. With the aid of a voltmeter o test lamp,
the tracing of electrical faults is rnot toc dificult if you proceed irn a
systematic marmner, and a fuse iwm the circuit is &lways & gacd place toa start,

RArcther item at the Tech Sessicr was valve adiustment, sucessfully perfcrmed on
Bcbby Fellerim's car. In a previcus article I =aid that ! would review the
oroacedure, sc here it is. Or the rnent pasge is a part of the descriptice and
picture froam the TD/TF workshop maral which cam be us=ed as refererce. The
procedure is the same and the picture almost identical Ffor the MBR ard MEE.
With the valve cover remcved, the cleararce at a particular valve car be checked
wher & correspording valve is cper, &5 eviderceod by the ccmoressicr of the valwe -
sSprimg. The cocrvespording valve is determired by what Dave Howliwmp calls the
~ule of wiive - the number of the valve beirng set, and the rumber of the
ccorespadivmg valve add up to 3. Refererce tc the tabkle or the rext page shoms
Row this werks., I prefer what 1 call the mirver image techrnigue where you
imsgI e & mirvoe placed at the cernter of the valve gear amd & valve is= st wher
the valwe that would be its mirrcr imsne is coer. {i.e.. the valve at orne end
«f the head igs set whew the valve at the cther ewmd te cper, the valve mext t«
e end 1S st whern the valve next to the cther erd is= cpers, etc. ) Heths of
these methcds are am aid ko rememberinmg whern a particular valve can be adjusted.
If you canvict remember sither crne, thers have the shnop manual or the list orm
the mext page fo refererce.
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Adjust No. | rocker with No. 8 valve wide open
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Provision for adjusting the valve clearance is made
in the rocker-arm by an adjustable screw and locknut.
The tappet adjusting screw Is released by slackening
off the hexagon locknut with a spanner, while holding
the screw against rotation with a screwdriver.
The valve clearance can then be set by rotating the
screw carefuily while checking the clearance with a
feeler gauge at the valve stem,

Fg. A20 e .
Tha method of setting the tappees.

E?“'".I;hc tappet scraw (s then relocked by tightening the \ah,: ;:. mlmm,:‘;.m;m“mr:ﬂ:lgmﬁfmm
-] hexagon focknut, again holding the tappet scraw driver and setting the clearance, by means of a fesier

against rotation with the screwdriver. Test the gaugs. to 13in. (48mm.) 2s indicaced in the insec.

clearance again to ensure it has not changed.

211 of the valve cleararcess can be &djusted by rotatirng the erpire just Ltwics.
The ewgire carm be rotated be the hard crark (Ts amd As), a wrerch or the
crarvkshaft rnut, or by easing the car forward in third cr tcp gear.

The valve cleararces carm be adjyusted inm pairs. Whew the valve cover is remcved,
twe valves will probably be coer, i.e., two valve sprimgs will be compressed.

If yocu carmmct see twa valve sprirgs compressed, rotate the ewgire a little urmtil
you Car. The pairs of valves that are coerr at the same tinme ares 1 &8 3, 2 8§ 5,
& & 8, armd 45 & 7. If, for example, whew the valve ccver is remcaved, valves & §
8 are coern thern the cleararce at valves 3 & 1 caw be sdjusted. Rfter a half
twm of the emgirme, valves 4 & 7 will cpew ard S & & cam be adjusted. Arcthar
half turr, 1 & 3 will cperm ard 8 & 5 car be &adjusted. B firmal half Turn, 2 & S
will cpers and 7 & 4 carm be adjusied. Fircm this example, you cam see the rule of
3 at wern? iIn cperaticr each valve is coered by beirn depressed by crm ernd of a
rocker arm wher: the cther erd of the rocker arm is pushed up by the push i~cad.
Whers the valve is fully CLOSED, there should be a nap betweern the tcp of the
~alve stem armd the erd of the rocker srm. It is this gap that is set whew the
valve cleararces are adjusted. The ccrrect width of the gap decernds or the
ergire arnd is specified in the shop marwal for sither the ermgime hcat {rmcomal
wcrking temperature) or cold. Fer the TE ard early TD, the gap is specified =t
2.819 irnches (19 thcousamdths) with the srgire hot. For the late TD ard TF the
gap is specified at 9.012 inches with the erigirne hot. Feor the MGA 15@@ the gaop
is specified at 2.Q17 imches with the ergire hcot. Fcr the MGA 16Qd awmd the MGE
the gap is specified at @.@15 inchas with the ergine ccld. The adjuster is at
the cther end of the rocker arm, threaded iwte the ewd of the arm, with a
screwdriver slct for adjustment ard a lcckrut te hoald the adjustmerst. Trhe gap
is measured with a feeler guage of the required thickrmess, arnd set by slackermimg
the lacknut and turning the adjuster with a screwdriver urntil the feeler gquage
is a slidimg Ffit irx the gap. Wheyvs the gap is co~rect,; the feeler guage shculd
e able to be slid inm ard cut of the gap with scme slight resistance. Ta set
the gapy, I fimd "trial amd srrocr-” the hest methcd. Fivst check the gap with the
sorcopriate feeler guane while pressing down orn the adjuster with the screwdriver
ta ersure that there is ric slack at the push rod. If the gap is toc wide |
feeler guage a lccse fit) or the gap too narrow {Ffeeler gusge tco tight or will
mat Fit im the gap), the the cleararce must be ad justed.
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Te adjust, hcold the adjuster while loosening the lockrut; with the lacknut
lccse, turw the adjuster a fracticrm (clackwise to close the gap cr coumter—
claockwise to cpers the gap), ard tightern the lackrut. Check the pap agaiv =md
repesat the procese umtil the feeler gusge i= a slidimg Fit iv the gsp. The gaE
shculd always be cheched with the loackrnut tight ard scme pressure o the
adjuster ermd of the racker arm. Each valve cleararmce shculd be adjusted irm turwm
by this methcd.

Fer & quiet evigine, I prefer the cleararces toa be slightly on the the tight
side. If the valves are rcisy, that is the scurd of wesr takirg place. If the
clearances are tac tight, there is a darnger of burning the valves, but & little
cre the tight side will mat hurt, particularly if there i= wear cr the faces of
the roacker arms.

Well, my cocmputer says that 1 am almost cut of memcry sc 1 have probably writtes
ermcugh for this mowmth. 1 hope this article is urderstardable ta scme of you whe
have rever adjusted valves ycurself. It is met & difficult job, but it is &
very impovtarnt job for the correct turmirg armd maintermarce of your car. If you
have &ny MG problems, pive me a cxll.

I; MEMBERSHIP NEWS: Dleese walcome a nev member - Skip Anderson - and
make @ note of hia addreaa in your roater. Skip haa a 1952 TD

Skip Anderaon

USS Claude V.Ricketts (DDG-5)

FPO. N.Y., NY 09586-1235

Phone 464-6058(h)
444-1199(w)>

The new roster will be published in October, so those not peid-up
won’t be in it, will they?!

—A—-—-—J

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Our Nomineting Comittee Chaimen, Andy Wallach, has presented the
following nominetions for Officera:

President: Tony Perino
Vice-President: ' Dave Bowling
Treasurer: Jerry MNoore
Secretary: To=m Lund

Nominationa will be sccepted from the floor et the next neeting.
Electiona will be held et the October Meeting.

Elected Officera will assume their duties on 1 November and will serve
for one year.
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AUGUST MINUTES

President Mel Baker called the meeting to order at 8:07 P.-m. on August,
5th with "“Lets get started." “Don't see any gquests." Vince Groover
kiddingly replied: “Chris Holcomb." Chris responded: "Jennifer hit me (for
dues) on the way in the door." Roy Wiley suggested a letter of condemnation
for Hank Giffin who has not paid his dues. Mike Ash continued: "Having his
name in the Newsletter (on the Delinquent Dues List) didn't shame him into
it." Roy: "He's making his Jaguar payment this month." The July minutes
were approved as printed in the Dipstick. Margie Moore with the statement
“I'm as good as Jerry (Club Treasurer)" reported a current balance of
$802.60, receipts from dues of $120.00, pool party expenses of $60.18,
Newsletter printing and mailing expenses of $76.98, and other expenses of
$36.66. Tony Perino pushing regalia: "If somebody will buy a belt buckle, I
will throw in pants. Notepads, a $4.00 item, for free if you buy a belt
buckle at reqular price.™ Frank Benson asked: "Has anybody written on the
pads?” Mike Ash: “Only on one side." Tony continued: "Regalia is on
display." Mike: “Can we buy the pad only?" Mel: "Another outstanding
(technical) article in the Newsletter." Mike: "Did you read it?" Pam
Groover: "I didn't do itl" in résponse to something crashing on the floor.
Jennifer Ash reported that the listing of delinquent members brought in five
renewals. Roy: *“There is no shame." Mike asked Jennifer: "Did we pay?"
Jennifer continued with upcoming events: “Tech session Sunday the 16th;
British Car Day, quite a nice little one in New London, last two years it
rained, very pretty up there. I also have information on the MGB
organization's Summer Party at University Motors. September's meeting is at
Tony's and Barbara's (Perino). Pig Roast on the 27th at Chris and Shelley
Holcomb's." Chris: "I have plenty of space." Jennifer: "So we can spend the
night." Chris: "No. Plenty of room to display cars. Have a little pony
ring. I'll even cut the grass." Mike to Jennifer: "Don't you want to talk
about a rallye?" Jennifer: " Mel and I decided that we would not participate
in the William and Mary Homecoming Weekend. It rained the past two years.
So will have a rallye on November 1 like the Spring one we had.* Jim
Banvard: "I really wanted to go out in the rain." Mel thanked Jennifer for
her report. Mel: “I'm surprised to see Jim here." Jim: "I wish you wouldn't
have so much amazement." Mel continued: “Deadline for the September
Newsletter 1is August 19th. Between Jennifer and I, we have applications for
all the (MG) organizations. My brother-in-law broke his ankle while walking;
had surgery; and is better. Formed an election committee with Andy (Wallach)
as head." Andy: “Thought I was just going to be on the committee. If
anybody would 1like to stand for office, please let me know." (Everybody sat
down. ) Mel: Did anybody go to Lake Taylor (Antique Automobile Association's)
car show)? They had about 110 cars; two MGs: pretty decent show." Jennifer:
"I forgot to mention the Richmond car show in September. Fred (Horner),
Gloria and Frank (Benson) were interested in going." Mel: "We're going. A
nice car show. Will have nice awards."

Under new business Dan Boswell offered "1950 MG Y-Type, 90 percent
restored, needs interior installed and bumpers, $6500." Mel asked: "Want to
trade a 2802? Just built a barn for it. Price has gone up." Vince: “Got a
lot of literature on prices for the GOF." Jennifer: "Got a place where the
Philadelphia pPeople are staying - a lot cheaper. It is the 7th through l1lth

October." Tony: "I have pictures from the tech session. Have last month's
Hemmings. Just got this month's.” Vince: "If someone is interested in an
Austin Healey, one's for sale in Richmond." Mike: “Bobbie Pellerin is
selling his MGB GT - solid body." Someone responded: "I would like a good
solid body." Judy Baker: "So would I." Mel asked Tony: "Still having
problem with that "B"?" Tony responded: "Problem is Mathew." Brenda
Banvard: “"Michael had an accident in the MGB GT. (Not his fault.) Car is at
London Bridge Auto." Frank: "Did I tell you the story about my car losing
power? Got a new Midas muffler. Opened it up and power started dropping.
Did all sorts of tests. Turned out to be the muffler. It collapsed on the
inside. Midas sort of snickered, but looked at it and gave me a new
muffler." Tony: My engine starts cutting out about 3500 RPM. There is a
problem. " Frank: "Get it up to 35/45 miles per hour and go over a speed bump
and knock the muffler off." Mike: "An ideal speed bump is in the Price

Club's parking lot." The meeting adjourned.

All personages aforementioned along with Kelly Blaylock, Paul Thiergardt,
Tom Lund, Butch Ballback, Tom Hall, Dave Bowling, Lee Klein, Don Jones, Karl
Mahumed, and Joe Dillard thoroughly enjoyed Sandy and John German's

hospitality. Thank you both.
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BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL
WAYNESBORO, VA.
SATURDAY OCCTORER 3

The British Marques Club. formally, the Shenandoah Valley Triumph Association will again be holding this years event on the
grounds of Waynesboro's Ridgeview Park on Saturday. October 3. 1987 from 9:00 A.M. until 4-00 P M. (rain or shine).

Ridgeview Park offers large shade trees on gentle rolling hills bordering on the South River. as well as modern conveniences
including a creative playground for the children. and tennis courts. A variety of food and beverages will be served on site for your
picnicking pleasure. 2

CAR SHOW-—Registration is open to all vehicles of British manufacture. The pre-registration fee is $8.00 it received by
September 15, 1987. After September 15 and at the gate the fee is $12.00. Judging will be by participants’ choice. The field will
open at9:00 A.M. Participants should be on the field by 11:00A.M. Judging will end at 2:00P.M. The awards presentation begins at
3:00 P.M. Dash Plaques will be guaranteed to ail pre-registered vehicles.

CLASSES—Classes will be determined by the number of vehicles pre-registered by September 15. Five vehicles of similar
marque or series wiil be considered a class. First and second place trophies will be awarded to all classes. Third place trophies will
be awarded to classes with eight or more vehicles.

PHOTO CONTEST—The photo contest is open to all car show participants. Bring a favorite photograph of your British Car and
compete against the photos of others.

VENDOR SPACE—There will be ample vendor space available for Sritish related items. The fee is $10.00 for pre-registered
vendors and $15.00 at the gate. Tables and power are not provided. ~ -

ADVERTISERS—We will include your inserts or other material in our registration packets for a fee of $15.00. Please send enough
matenal for 150 packets by September 1

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS

MAKE OF CAR 1 YEAR MODEL _____ SERIES

MAKE OF CAR 2 YEAR MODEL __ SERIES

O Car Show 3 Photo Contest O Vendor Total Enclosed
Make check payable to: WAIVER STATEMENT
British Margues Club | an my heirs hereby release the British Marques Club, its officers. acting
106 N Waverly St officially or otherwise. and its members from any and all ctaims or actions
Staunton. VA 24401 on account of any injury, death or damage which may accur before. during

or after the 1987 British Car Festival.
INFORMATION (703) 886-5606
(703) 949-7879

must he_signed to enter date

Thinking of staying overnight? Since lodging is scarce during the Fall Foliage Festival. we have mgde
arrangements with the Red Carpet Inn (located at the Junction of I-64 and Route 340) to set aside twenty-five
(25) rooms for Friday night, October 2. You must make your reservations by Sept 15.

Send your reservation to: Red Carpet Inn. P O. Box 996 Waynesboro. VA 22980. Phone 703-943:1101.
Name:

Street: City State

Zip Phone

Please reserve: No. of rooms

Single O $31.00° per night Double O $39.00° per night

Credit Card Type (Visa/Mastercard/etc.) ______ Card No. Exp. Date ___

-8 -
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» $5 per head ($2.50 under 12)

We will provide fried chicken aa well
» ALl accessories catered

CHRIS & SHELLEY
HoLComBp
6o Hernd RJVER

CHESAPEAze
H21-9 zsz

HEAD RIVER RZ.
__HERD V<

Jr ™ Lot —
Ni:CARoLiwA

We think thia ia a good deal, conaidering a meal ia to be provided,
and there will be SILVER awards for the car-show.

QANB
e, SRR SHOCY

Two claasazes - (1> 1955 and earlier. and (2) 1958 - 18890

Three trophies for each claas - 1ar, 2nd & 3rd

There wili: be additional awarda. so enter Yyour car., no matiter wikat
1t looxs like - it may just qualify for a prize!!

Thaa event will take place RAIN ar SHINE: Onris @aa a marn ferxr
coveyr !

* WE WOULD LIXE YOUR R.S5.V.P. BEFORE SEPTEMNBER 20t% So that we can
dssure an adequate aupply of food.
CALL - 495-0307 (Ashes) or 486-342% (Bakers)
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