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Marque Time:

An extraordinary Wicker Basket affair was hosted by Ross and
Ann Haines at their lovely home in Thalia. Thanks to Ann's
skillful organization and the pure talent of all our chefs the
selection of gourmet masterpieces was outstanding. No two food
dishes were duplicated, and there was more than enough roast
possum for everyone! It was nice to see out-of-town ‘members,
Bill and Cindy Gibbs, and Suzan Boswell.

Thanks to Peggy Rradfard for hoeting the Feobruary meeting.
Her hot spiced punch, cold beer and the crackling fire in the
fireplace brought out that special spirit of MG -comraderie- many
stories about the trials and tribulations of bringing old
basket cases back to the road - and plans to get more fun out of
our cars at coming events.

If your MG is a little sick, come join us at the next tech
session. Rick Mullins' heated garage and the best free expert
advice from our members will help you tweak up your machine. Top
down MG weather can't be too far off! Till then -

Safety fast,

KURALT CRAB SPREAD

' . A 2 2 00z packages cream chesss, softened
%J, ) e d e 174 cup meyonnaise
_ o7 i 1 tsp. hot pepper sauce
Nare £¢WW t—éﬂﬁf@ 2/3 cup horseradish ggycg
, 44 2 tsp. Worcestershirs sauce
%) Lelon

y
. Lﬂé a/‘{‘ —wz 11b. back fin crab meat, picked through
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Seskh X ohtel !
/ J.’A@i. aﬁ@c v/ Combine all ingredients in bow]; mix well with fork.

Shepe into & bail using piastic wrep. Chill until firm.
Sprinkle with paprike. Serve with assorted crackers.

submitted by Beth H. Barber
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Deadline for the April newsletter is Friday, March 24th.



February MG Meeting
February 7, 1989

Thanks to Peggy Bradford for hosting the meeting and thanks to
Anne and Ross Haines for organizing and hosting the Wicker Basket
Affair. We had one guest - Jim Villers - Welcome Jim.

Treasurers Report - We had a beginning balance of $792.41,
income of $224.50, expenses of $184.24 for an ending balance of
$832.67.

Spares Report ~ Robert Davis brought some wood from a 1958 2ZB
that he is restoring. It was refinished in Rosewood by John Hill
for $200.00 for the Dash and door wood. Hardwood will crack or
warp so veneer over plywood is much better. He also had a Wiper
Delay Motor with a 20 second delay timing from J. C. Whitney for
$4.00 - $5.00.

Technical Report - We have a flyer from Clark Spares that has
good prices on MGA & B parts. The next Tech Session is February
26 1989 at Rick Mullins Shop. Bring your own tools.

Regalia Report - We've ordered some new items but have plenty
of the older stuff there. Make an offer! Don Jones displayed a
flag of the club crest that was very well done. The club members
voted to buy the flag and display it at club meetings and
functions.

Activities Report ~ As mentioned already a Tech Session on
Sunday February 26, 1989 at Rick Mullins garage. The March
meeting to be held at Anita and Jock McGrigor's home. Jennifer
recommended a brunch and matinee outing for March 19, 1989
depending on the play (if one will be playing at that time). She
will look into the matter and report at the next meeting.

O0ld Business -~ none

New Business -~ none

Marque Time - Robert Davis has the engine in his Magnette and
is now starting on the interior. He is leaving on the 18th or
19th of February to go to Indy and Milwaukee to get another 7ZB
with a good interior. Dave Bowling is driving around the block
again. Jim Newman reviewed the work being done on a 72 B which
he hopes to have on the road by top ~ down - time. Andy Wallach
rebuilt the brakes on his TF and Paul Speaks discussed some
ailments on his 71 B.

The raffle drawing was won by Cynthia Fasehim.

Those in attendance were: Jim Newman, Paul Speaks, Mike and
Jennifer Ash (1969 B), Andy Wallach and Cynthia Fasehim, Susan
Bond (1972 BGT), Robert Davis (60 MKIII Magnette), Brenda Banvard
and Jim Villers, Gloria and Frank Benson, Peggy Bradford, Dan
Boswell (1977 B), Dave Bowling, Don Jones, Butch Ballback, Tony
Perino, Anita and Jock McGrigor (1974 B) and Tom Lund.
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FEB. 25 «Sun) TECH SESSION at Rick MULLINS'® workshop: 10 a.m.: please
bring any specialized tools you think you may need, or
call Mike Ash if you don’'t have them (495-0307) .
Coffee and donuts provided. (see map) =

MARCH 1 (Wed) MONTHLY MEETING at the home of Anita & Jock McGRIGOR.
7:30 p.m. (se® map on back)

19 (Sun) BRUNCH at THE CHAMBERLIN HOTEL. Hampton.

® Time - 11:30 a.m.
¢ Cost - $8.95 (%$4.50 age 6-12: under 6 free)
@ After-brunch activity - tour Casemate Museum,

which is on base at Fort Monroe. or walk
along the sea-wall...Anvthing to excercise
off brunch! (Put a pair of comfy shoes in
the car).
® Meeting-place: Holiday Inn. Willoughby Spit
to leave at 11:15 sharp.(see map), or meet us
at the Chamberlin by 11:30.
® RESERVATIONS - call Jen or Mike Ash 495-0307
or sign up at March Meeting.

APRIL 4 (Tue) MONTHLY MEETING - Dan Boswel!ll. Program - Auto Appraisal
9 (Sun) TECH SESSION - Jim Jackson i
23 (Sun) SPRING RALLY - see next issue of Dipstick
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and that tiny black envelope of a car

BY PETER EGAN

DRAWING BY LEO BESTGEN

SEAGULLS

Scene I, 1958

TT‘S A LONG time ago and we are
sitting at a window table, my
family and I. at a restaurant in
the town of Wisconsin Dells. The
restaurant is called UphofT's, a fancy
dinner-club kind of place where
local people go for special occasions
like proms and graduations. We are
there because it is somebody’s birth-
day: I can’t remember whose. Not
mine, because it's early summer and
[ was born in a February snow storm.
I'm sitting there all dressed up, no
doubt wearing a Pat Boone-length
sport coat and one of those nerdish
mechanical clip-on bow ties. clink-
ing the ice cubes in my water glass
and looking out the window at my
dad's 1956 Buick Special. Three-
tone. light blue, white and dark blue.
Huge bumpers.

Suddenly [ hear a sound like a
mixture of ripping canvas and angry
hornets.

It's the sound of three MG As dou-
ble-clutching and downshifting as
they turn into Uphoff"s parking lot.
They pull right up to the window.
parking three in a row, next to my
dad’s Buick. The cars are white with
American blue racing stripes. and
they have octagonal number panels
on the doors and leather hood straps
holding down their small, tongue-
shaped hoods. There are tattered
pieces of tape on their headlights.

Three sunburned men in sport
shirts and sunglasses get out and
come into the restaurant. seating
themselves at a table not far from our
own. With my parents’ prodding. |
eventually get up the nerve to walk
over and ask where they are going.

“Not going.” one of them says.
*Coming home. From the races at
Elkhart Lake."

*“Those are nice cars,” I observe.

“Thank you.”

I go back to my table and sit
through dinner and dessert trans-
fixed. watching the evening light dim
and finally darken on the three cars.

Scene II, 1962

WE ARE riding in a large Ford
sedan. my friend Pat Donnelly

and I, and Pat’s dad is driving.
Through weeks of perseverance.
whining. subliminal and super-
liminal suggestion. we have finally
browbeaten Pat's poor dad into driv-
ing us to Elkhart Lake to see the June
Sprints. Sports car races. Our first
ever. It's a trip of about 120 miles,
and we are very close to Holy
Ground (Pat and | keep imagining
we can hear racing cars in the dis-
tance), but we are meandering and
slightly lost on a county road be-
tween the little village of Greenbush
and the track.

*“Maybe we should have gone on
the main road, through Plymouth.” |
say, frowning at the map.

*{ think this is the way,” Pat says.
*Look at all the snakes on the road.”
It’s true. The road is full of serpen-
tine rubber burnout marks, the kind
college kids make when you give
them Corvettes.

“Still, you'd think they’'d put up
some signs, if this is the way ... ™

Just then, [ hear that sound again.
I look out the window just in time to
see a black MGA rip past our Ford in
a sudden burst of 3rd-geai’revs and
sports-car commotion. The MG has
its convertible top up. snug asa tweed
cap, and a chrome luggage rack on
the trunk, loaded down with a suit-
case tightly wrapped in a canvas tarp.

I can't see who's driving, but I'm
left with a lingering image of double-
eared knockoffs, blurred wire wheels

and its tidy chunk of luggage disap-
pearing into the distance like a
dropped bomb.

“We must be on the right road.”
someone says.

Scene II1. 1988

T's MIDMORNING on a Friday. but it
still takes us four hours to get out
of the greater LA area and into the
lesser LA area, where traffic creeps
bumper to bumper all the way north
to Santa Barbara. My wife Barbara
anu | are in an Acura Legend. on our
way to the Monterey Histonic Races
at Laguna Seca. Luckily we have a
good air conditioner and a tape deck
or we'd go crazy. We almost took the
MGB. but now I'm glad we wimped
out and didn’t. This Ist- and 2nd-
gear traffic would be hell on the
clutch. not to mention the cooling
system and the left leg.

Traffic finally starts rolling north
of Santa Barbara. and the rest of the
drive is easy. We armive in Salinas at
7:00 p.m. and check into our motel
(no rooms leftin the seaside commu-
nities of Carmel and Monterey). We
are only about 10 miles from the
Laguna Seca circuit and one of the
world’s largest concentrations of his-
toric sports cars, but there is no sign
of it in the parking lot of our motel.
A black Porsche 928 is the only piece
of sporting machinery in sight.

In the morning we get up early.
have breakfast and head toward the
track on Highway 68. Just out of Sa-
linas, | accelerate around a motor
home. pull back into the right lane
and suddenly find myself staring
right into the taillights of a red
MGA. Ahead of it are two more
MGAs.an MGBandan MGBGT. A
whole damned MG club. motoring
down the road.

“This must be the way to the
track,” Barb says.

I nod and smile to myself. study-
ing the lovely. rounded. compacted
mass of the MGA ahead of us. The
group isn't dniving very fast and we
could pass them easily. but I respect-
fully slow down and follow them all
the way to the track.

By the time we reach the gates. |
find myself thinking about seagulls
and what a welcome sight they must
have been for lost sailors when they
were looking for land.



TECHNICAL CORNER - by Mike Ash

Things still remain quiet on the technical front. Maybe the February Tech
Session will yield a few interesting topics. So, this month I will discuss
a recent project of my own.

For some time now, I have been intending to replace the rear springs on both
the TF and the MGB. J.C. Whitney have the best deal on MGB rear springs.

At about $45 each, these are the same imported British make sold by the MG
suppliers at about $25 more each. Too bad J.C. Whitney don’t sell T-series
springs as well. MGB rear aprings have a tendency to sag after about 75,000
miles, 80 I ordered the stronger 7-leaf GT springs for the roadster. At the
same time, I decided to try the J.C. Whitney rear shock kit for conversion
to tubular shock absorbers, at $85 for the pair. This is about the same
price as the MGB kit from Moss, but considerably cheaper than the Moss TD/TF
or MGA kita. Before installing the springs and shocks on the MGB, I decided
to try to see if the shock kit could be adapted for the TF, since Moss’s TF
kit is about $100 more. The rear suspension geometry is the same for the
TD, TF, MGA and MGB, except for the increased ride height for the rubber
bumper MGB. Since the TF needed new springs, I decided that the best time
to try the MGB shock kit was when I replaced the springs. I ordered the TF
springs from Moss at about $40 each more than the MGB springs from J.C.
Whitney and, of course, they were back-ordered. They eventually showed up,
8o I was able to replace them a couple of weekends ago. At the same time, I
found that the J.C. Whitney MGB shock kit would almost bolt directly onto
the TF, but that ths emergency birake cable was in the way. NOt having much
time to experiment, I decided to put off the project until I had time to
figure out a way of re-routing the brake cable or time to re-design the
mounting for the tube shock. So I put the lever arm shock back on, and went
on down the road!

The lever arm shocks on the TF were re-built units, but they had leaked ever
since I put them on the car. When topped up with fluid, they seemed to be
quite effective when operated by hand. However, with the new springs and
old shocka, the feel of the rear of the TF felt no better, and maybe a bit
worse, that with the old springs. So I decided that whatever modification
waa necessary to put the MGB shock kit on the TF should be a high priority
item. Last weekend was an appropriate time 80, in preparation, I decided to
re-read the instructions for fitting them to the MGB. The old adage - "if
it won’t work, read the instructions™ - proved to be true. I found that I
had missed a step, and that was to switch the left-side lower shock mounting
plate to the right side, and vice-versa. When I did this on the TF, the MGB
kit bolted on with no modification, and cleared the brake cable. The whole
operation took about an hour! The feel of the rear end is much improved,
and it no longer bottoma out at the several places it used to on the drive
between home and work. So, I consider the conversion most successful, and
no more expensive than some more re-built lever arm shocks that would
probably have still leaked. The tubular shocks are from a Volkswagen, and
should be easily replaced when necessary for no more than $20 the pair.

So, for the benefit of others, the following is the procedure for installing
the conversion kit.



Jack up both aides of the car and support
on jack stands placed under each spring
just behind the axle mounting. Remove both
rear wheels.

FIGuRE I.

Remove the o0ld lever arm shocka. Two bolts
hold the shock to the frame. The arm bolts
through the lower shock bracket, attached
under the spring by the axle U-bolts.

On each side, remove the lower shock
bracket by removing the four nuts from the
axle U-bolts,

Re-install each lower shock bracket on the
opposite side of the car, and tighten the
U-bolt nuts. The brackets are re-installed
the same way round, but now the hole for
attaching the shock is below the spring,
shown in figure 1, instead of at the side
of the spring.

frame where
using the

Attach the upper bracket to the
the lever arm shock used to be,
same bolts. The orientation of the bracket
is as shown in figure 2, except that it is

upside down for rubber bumper MGBs.

Attach the tubular shock to the brackets
with the big washers on each side of the
ehock eye, tighten a8ll of the nuts
securely, and the installation is complete.
The bolt through the lower bracket is a
smaller diameter than the hole in the
bracket, so be sure that this nut is
particularly tight. Put the wheels back on
and lower the car to the ground.

The J.C. Whitney kit is advertised Lever
for the MGA and MGB and, as I have hAudﬁngmmﬁs
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think it is a worth-while
convergion. I haven’t tried, or
even seen, the front conversion kit.
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If you are feeling ambitious,

MGA Club (who got it from

St. Louis) shows a do-it-yourself conversio
recommended shocks - Corvette and GN Truck
The extra $55 for a ready-to-i
the fabrication and welding.

lighter MG.
to eliminate

The Moss MGB
gas shocks..
haven’t seen
Moss kit for
So at those Prices,
better deal.

A Shocking Rear-End

]"-Illallnhirockmnlim[um However,
he cost of a conversion kit bas probibited me from
obtaining one. If you can't buy one, you build one,

Thnmofmfwuhnctmumm
determiines what (ype of shock you can wse. | sclecied a
double eyeler shock having a short overall tavel, This
MhaCmeMnﬂhlhmhll-m&q
trocks. It is a Monroe 3033, The shock comes with 3
mounting kit. Thhau-iuohmht-o-ﬁqlﬁ.
This sparked further thought.

Hm.luudmdhkmdﬂi-ulﬁu
"cantboard. 1 did not want the shock 1o mownt vertical
< 1he rod for the lever shock does, 50 | measured one half
the distance of the lever and weed thet specing as a
cenierpoint for the upper mownting stiud.

Cut plate from /8 mild stee!

Use lever shocks for
maounting hole
Spacing.

conversion kit is advertis
At about s$85,
one to know if it

the TD/TF is about
the seemingly “universal™ kit from

Figure |. Upper Bracket Detall

the following article

the Hoosier A’s,
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Mmmwmnﬁud
3/8 inch mikd siee] piate. | oot around the bracket (much
eagier said than done) and drilled the mownting holes fos
the brackel. The mounting stwl hole was also drilled. |
Pt the siud throwgh the holc and tightened wp the
mouing boll. | wehled G base of the gl 10 the
mounting plate and let the mount cool. Then | removed
the mat, cut tle beck of the stud off, and wekied the back
of the plate,

With the top beackets done, | tamed my attention »
the lower bracket. | weed the lower plates from e car
{(you can make duplicaies if you wish).

Remove the shock rods and enbolt the U-bolts. Drep
the plate aod examine the mownting hole. | purchases twe
-luh'nulkhﬂk-ub-lﬂ.m,-d:lhw
sieds. The hole will have o be eslarged. | enlarged it
using & rowh ik 5 ihai § maloiiaed b maicrisi on G
front of te mounts. The stud should be welded in place
as befose. Theve ls enough rooms for the aut, however i
might be close.

&p&bhw-h
stnd 1o pass Gwrough. Usie D-19

Weld in place. The sear of the stnd
will have o be cut olf, thes roscite
weld the stud. Filict weld the fromt.

Flgwe 2. Lower Brackes Desall

from the Chicago Area

who got it from the MG Club of
n for about $30,

However, the
a bit too stiff for the

nstall kit is probably worth it

ed as including adjustable Gabriel
may be a better deal for the MGB, but I

will fit the MGA of TD/TF.
$130 and the kit for the MGA is over $200.

As I recall, the

J.C. Whitney is a

Now for the tricky part. Exchange the lef and right
m-h'hﬂmhhm This lowers
I:Mlpuhnlnund.:lyludud:hcl’;
working length,

Paint and reassemble.

The ride of my MGA was not changed. I ks still firm
ond predicisble in s msiure. The barshness has been
rmoved along with the little vibration affecting the car,
muduuuuu-u-dhbdxbmmu
exiend even with the springs fully descened.

The total cost of the project was as follows:

1. 2 Monvoe 3033 Shocks - $25.13

2. 2 Monroe D-19 Sl Kits - $3.02

3. 3/8 mik! steel plae - $2.00

Tieue 10 compiete the "woi =t was about 4 hours.

M.odaw’o.;hub

Bob Horzmarm
MG Ciwb of St Louls Ggﬁ%
WANTED!! Solid MGA frame.

Call Bob Collect at

(301) 897-5436
evenings
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