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MARQUE TIME tm, ILL (Bloomington Gold) Mike is ee part for the Michigan upper peninsular. 
static; there is n restaurant next door to our ZhdhmhmZomm Monday, July 9 th 

TlmhtoDougandBetsyKen- 
ndy for hating the Jdy meeting and 
thanb to Vice and Pam Grmwr for =kt- 
ing with tbe hmeing duties. Thanks also to 
Doug Kennedy for " subbing" while Mike 
and I was away at MG 2001 in St. Paul. 1 
hope the turnout was great and the evening 
was fun. 

Wow, MG 2001 ended up being 
e biggest MG adwentute I have ever under- 
En. Here is a very brief synopsis of the 

p. Susan and Mike, hopefully will submit 8 
articles that tell a l l  well almost all, in this 
month's Dipstick. Now I have h e d  a 
format from a c u m t  auto m m e r c i d  now 
playing on W. 

S a d a y ,  June 30 th, Mike arrived 
at my horn. As usual I was running late. 
The previous two days and evenings I had 
Lxn Wnp to sort out problems with my 
MG. Z P m n ~ 2 a o o m S ~ . O n t h e  
first leg, my car s& the fmt of a mysteti- 
ous elecaical problem, with alternator light 
flashing and ignition sputtering. We think 
we fix the problem in a parking lot. 
~ Z o w m  b i n  mom hits and 
my three wiper a m  have a fight on my 
windshield. The middle one, came I-, got 
out of sync and damaging ttK driver's side 
and enhngling the other. We arrive at Ni- 
trow. 

W e  depart the next morning, July 
lm. h d h d h m h .  Pasing h u g h  
h isv i l l e ,  KY (huiwille Slugger} and 
headed to Indianapolis, IN. Z t m d L m n k  

0 om. A dark, thick, lines of storm clouds 
c coming. Heayl wind. rain, grab Toto, we 

are going to be blown to Kansas. ZooDom 
Sputter- Zmm Spurtu. The elemid prob 
lem is back. We finally arrive at Blooming. 

hotel that serves cuisine from India and Ta- 
jMah Hall beer. We depart next morning, 
July 2 nd, after 1 added m l a n t  ta the radk 
tor, small leak. Z o o m Z o o m Z o b m ~  
Sputter. The elecmical problem is still there. 
At a rest stop in a corn field in Iowa the elec. 
trical problem is  s o l d ,  ZoomZoDmZoom - 
Zooa~om What a relief W e  are on our way 
to St. Paul Susan has arrived by air, 
ZOOOOOM! and is manning the Tidewater 
MG Classics Rally Control CenrraI at the 
MGB host hotel in St. Paul, with her celI 
phone. Mike makes contact with her 2 hours 
out and the MG's are almost on schedule. 10 
hours on the road that day. Z o o m Z o o m h  
Zooom. We arrive at MG 2001 in St Paul. 

At MG 2401, "You Betcham, locs of 
MG's, new 200 1 MG's, d d  MG's, historic 
racing MG's, food, vendors, tech -ion, par- 
ties, old friends and new friends. Of note was 
sweral of the racing MG's on mck day, Fri- 
day 1925 MG Double Twek,  Mark 
Donohue's racing MGB, a Group 44 MGB 
champion racer, 2 MGA SCCA champion 
racm. You must read Susan's article in the 
Dipstick The sounds were wonderful and 
afterwards you could go d m  and talk to the 
drivers on the track and get a d m  look at 
their cars. 

Sshlrday, July 7 th, Susan's flight 
leaves (Zooooorn) and she returns her rend 
cat, which we made much use of m car pwl 
in, and we greatty appreciate i t  It was nice to 
have a real car available with air conditioning. 
Mike and I stay w e r  Saturday, JuIy 7 th, to 
make the MG's ready for the next kg of the 
trip. We searched for the now srarce 2Uw-50 
Caster oil with so many MG's in t m .  I re 
pair my radiator with 'miracle" epoxy. 

Sunday mming, July 8 th we d* 

w e  depart h m  &ha, Mich. a k  
spending the night. ZoomZoom - h d h m .  
Crossed the Mackinac. Bridge, and pre 
ceeded down the coast of lake Huron and 
then it h a p p e d .  MG iri' tow, MG on the 
racks (racks of a repair shop). See Mike's 
article for the whole stmy or what ever he is 
willing to tell. AU I will gay is we wry farnil- 
iar with Alpena, Mich. now. Back on the 
road on Wednesday, July 11 th, to k t -  

born, M ich. ZmrnZhm- W e  ar- 
rive at the Airfield inn in D e a h ,  the ' 
dkm is Victorian and the halls are full of 
historical automohle illustrations. Thum 
day, JuIy 12 th, and Friday July 136: we tour 

July Minutes 
The July meeting opened promptly at 8:M 
as President-for-sday h g  
Kennedy, in the absence of the red Presi- 
dent and Via-President who WE at 
MG200 1, herded the massive throng into 
his backyard. Actually, it was 
a very disappointing group s i q  and per- 
haps m all-time low, of d y  14 
members and five MGs in atkmhoe.  The 
hope is that the Independence 
Holiday the next day pduced  the low 
n u m h  and not the rumor that Go- 
Gilrnore had s i p d  t bill makieg Jufy 3rd 
"Mandatory Drive your MG Nude 
Day." At any rate, Doug thanked Vince 
and Pam b v e r  For assisting he and 
Betsy with the hosting duties. Between 
gommd courses of chilled summer 
pe&h soup, petite filet mignon, and a m b  
and shrimp torte we zipped through 
the following business: 



Muutte ? h e  mnb 
the Henry Ford Museum md Faideld Vil- 

lage, vwv impressive. 
Saturday, July 14 th, we depart fot the retwm 

home. 2 b d h d h m  Zooom Lewisburg, WV m a  

our find m p m t  point but aftw fmding no room at 
the inns in Charleston and -ely, WV due to fld 
relief personnel we ended up in M l m g ,  W. O n e  

more departure on Sunday July 15 th and we were 
home. Zrmmzomh 

A l6day aip (10 days on the road m r i n g  
approximately 3,200 miles. Three of the most inwtlu- 
able tools on the toad &we: an AAA Flus catd, a ceu 
phone, a pair of FflS radim. The fd most duable 
item was mme epoxy compound for patching my radia- 
tor. 

I wwld dm like to note that the Dip~ticck's 
deadline is the 20th ofthe month for any articles or 
norices ro be xnt to aur hard workifig Dipstick Editor, 
Ed Kehrig at his emad add- ekeMeKis  . net, . 
S* Fm! 'B- 

Visitors: None. 

Minutes: Approved as written. 

News1etter There was some confusion over the eve- 
ning's meting date 
which 1 p p a d  as both T d y  end WBdnesday in 
the Dipstick Get your 
articles to Ed. 

Activities: Peggy reported that th last Ice Cream 
Mveout went very 
well with gmat attendma. Next event is a driwut 
on 7BO. The 
WaWm want to c h g e  the September meeting to 
Wednesday b u s e  of a Tuesday 
evening wnmitment. AII agreed that this was no big 
d d .  A NOVEMBER 
MEETING HOST IS NEEDED. A PIG PICK HOST 
IS NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER OR 
OCTOBER Chmk www.britis~Uctiw,com for 
brit 
car events and item. The Wings and Wheels show is 
9/29 ;r ~ q p i n g  
Virgin;a 

Minutes cont: 

C l u k  Nothing 

Spares: Nothing 

Old Business None 

New Busiaess: None 

Marque Ti: kndy Wallach is retiring, again. This 
h e  on 8/17 
at 3 :# at the SACLANT Building on the C!lMLWT 
Fleet Compound. Vhce. and 
Cynihia then qued about why he's still storing prizes 
she won quite some time 
ago. Pam reprted a sucwssfd first trip in V h ' s  re- 
stored 1952 MGTD 
Mark n. 

Raffle: None 

Adjomment: 1 5 minutes after m started. 

19 78 MG Midget sofitup. 
a Complete except for upper steering column 

and alternator. 
Professionally rebuilt en* needs re- 
assembly; 1 5 OOcc. 

rn Body has some rust on rear quarter paneb. 
49K original miles, last t h e  on mad was 
1997. 

* $750.a) - Call Marty 523-9408 or VM 939-0835. 

A special thanks to Ridgeway's for their ded- 
icated services towards the printing of & 
Dipstick* I bave bad the occasion to use their 
senices and their serviices are better, faster 
and less expensive then other companies. 

Ed Kehrig 'Tbe Editor" 



Khedive Auto Show 

Aug 18& Chesapeake. Va. 12-4PM at the 
Khedive Temple. Randy told us at the meet- 
ing that they set a Triumph class in aII years 
apart from all ather classes. Re will &=up a 
MG class by itself if he can get at least 6 mg's 
to notify him. Randy is a member and wants 
to set this up with them but time is short. He 
had little notice so I'm passing this on to the 
MG CIassic Car Club and HOPEFULLY you 
will be able to spread the word to others for 
this event. There are 50 classes listed already 
and need confmatioa from at least 6 MG 
ownas Monday the 9th if interested. His 
e-mail is "rand brac@,webtv.netikr phone him 
at 72 1-6732. 

Please pass this on. 
LFC-Tina 

1959 MGA Parts or Entire Car 

Started restoration, but d d i  have time ta 
f ~ s h .  

Will sell whole car (is apart) or will part 
out. 
Car is complete. 
Fenders have typical rust at the bottom 

e Bonnetandbmtingreatshape 
a Doors have a fmv dings. 
e Frame is about half regored (welded) 
m Wire wheels. 
Please call for additional info~natiian. 
Call after 7:OO p, telephone 
75 7-566-2065 (WilIiamsburg, Virginia), or 
e-mail k m t . 3 7 3  6@ao~.com. 

Christmas Party 
Host: Paul & Carmon 

Tbiergardt 

I1 AUGUST 

1 (Wed) Monthly Meeting 
Host: Paul & Carmen 

Thiergard t 

16 (Thu) Ice Cream Social 
7:3Opm and Drive Out 

20 (Sun) Summer Tech 

4 Pue) Monthly 
Meeting 

Alan & Beckey 

I Watson 
19-23 NEMGTR O F ,  New 

York 
OCTOBER 

3 (Wed) Monthly 
Meeting 
Host: Jim & Betty 
ViITlers 

I ?? "Pig Pick'n & 

NOVEMBER 

I 6 (Tue) 
Monthly Meeting 
Host: NEEDED 



GOT PROBLEMS??? 
Bdog them to the Tech Session 

W m :  Sunday, Aug20th 

m: Noonto 5pm 

- m: Bob McUaren's garage 

5612 Susquehanna Dr 

Va. Beach 
490-21 14 

DATE: 

rn 
I!LAcE: 

me you ireu* fbn mothen 
3ce enearn Rafb? 

Thu, Aug 16th 

Caravan leaving ar 7 :30pm 

D.E. Kirby, Inc 

3921 Garwood Ave, krcsmouth 

I U n l O M :  1-264 to Gteenwod NoctWest exit #2 

Cross RIR Tracks 

hght at Light - Garwood Aw 

Second budding on Right, Whire Brick 
(Hint - Wellendat a secrcc dnrr knownonly KO ~hoscwho began the AprilFools' Tour there .) 



MG2001, An MG Odyssey. Yon Betcba? 

By Mike Haag and Sue Bud 

Befm~~ehewi~dbefb~~weretesllyreadyfbrit,itwastimefw~1ong~triptoStPrlulMNfor 
MG2001. Barry h d  spent most of June away from home on travel, and had vwy little  DIE to hish  up dl the lit- 
tIe detaEls associated with installing a new engine and properly M g  it in. After =me Iast minute timing d 
carb adjustments, and a head gasket seepage that ap- to be dying up, be decided ta go for it. For myself, I 
had spent most ofthe previous month or so working on the house in Virginia k h  I had just bought, trying to get 
it ready to move into. My car would turn over the 100,Wmile mark during the trip, and with a frontend suspen- 
sion that squeaked emd p e d  I had my doubts as well. I performed the usual fluid and filter changeq gseased the 
mspnsion, checked lhis and that, and &r a last minute right side rear axle seal replacement, determined that tbe 
car was h u t  as good as it was going to get for this trip. We'll have plenty of h e  to attend to all those other 
things later When we get back (yeah, right!). With our boots full of tmls and sprtre parts, we were ready and deter- 
mined 50 drive to St Paul. 

The Trip b St. Pad 

We figured that ifwe could meqe a lMe over 400 miles a day, it would We 3 days to Raeh the MmeapoliwSt. 
Pad area We left w the morning ofJune 30~. With only about 350 miles on his new engine, Barry wanted to 
drive up Rt. 460 before getting on the Interstate to help break it ia further. About 35 miles into the trip, my speed- 
ometer quit working. Great! Just what you want to happen. at the k g i d n g  of a 3000 mile trip! This happened 
kfore, and I. fixed it by removing the right angle speedometer drive (although it seemed to work he) and ktd- 
ing the longer overdrive speedometer cable. So, I drove by the tach and kept pa= with Barry, m he was leading. 
After we had stopped fot lunch, it stanted working again, for 6 miles. Once we gat on 1-81, B q  radioed back that 
his car was nmning rough at higher RPMs, and his tachometer needle was doing sornersadk and the charging Iight 
was flickering. After getting back on 1-64 past Lexington, we pulled off at the fh t  exit to have a look. We could- 
n't see a n m g  obvious. We cIeaoed and re-installed the comector to the dkrmtor, and re&essed ~e spark plug 
wires away from the alternator. This m e d  to help some, so we pushed on. Soon after entering West Virginia, 
we encountend a thunderstom, but h k h l l y  it didn't last too Img. We pushed on until we got a little west of 
Charleston WV, where we booked the last 2 mms at a ComforE Inn in Nitro W. 

Before laving the hotel, I @led ant the h e r  speedometer cable and inspected it, which looked he. I suspect 
that the inner shaft of the speedometer drive gear (NM) which accepts the drive cable is slightly wm, sa any 
wear m the drive cable causes intermittent or no readings. I crimped the end of &e cable with a pair of pliers to 
flatten it and elongate the edges ta help engage the drive gear Mer. This seemed to work, as the speedometer be 
gan working and worked just h e  for the test of the trip. 

Smday maming we continued wst on 1-64 into Kentucky, past Lexington, on towards Louid1e w h  w picked 
up 1-65 North t o h s  IRaanapoIis IN. At a construction scene in southem IN, we mco- a long delay md 
lots of stop md go driving. This was a g o d  qqmtunie to test out the new electric h I instalIed prior to the trip. 
It has more airflow thaa the 2 original fans and consumes about 113 the normal c m t .  l h u k f d y  it kept the tem- 
pmhm gauge at a comfortable mid-pint ktmm n o d  d Hot When shd'ing still in hot weather. About 30 
miles or so south of Indianapolis, the sky turned very dark and threatening. We half expected a funnel cIolmd to 
drop dawn out of tlw sky at any minute. What did fall down though was rain, tmmtial rain! Many cars, andE even 
some S W q  m e  pulling off the side of the mad. We kept w motoring, dodging the leaks from our tops and wip 
hg the inside of the windshield with towels. Actual Iy, we were too afraid to stop. A h i d  we would get even wet- 
ter inside just sitting there, or not being able to re-start the en@es. Once we got m the b y p s  around hdi- 
fis it let up, and west of the city it stopped. ' h e  sky turned blue again, and we had a great drive through western IN 
tux! iata TL. E x q t  that Barry radioed back saying his car was now sunning even worse. We continued on, stop 
ping in Bloomington IL for the evening where we dined at an hdian restaurant eating "who b w s  what?*' and 
drinking Taj M W  beer. 

Monday maraing we headed northwest towards Peoria IL (isn't there a song or joke about Peoria?). At a rest stiq 
in westera a, we decided to take mother look at Barry's electrical: problem. After re-cleaning and faconnecting 



the alternator plug, and moving wires mund and m h  h a d  sm?ching to no avail, we didn't have a clue. While 
the engine was mdng, I bpmd to see some arcing arwnd we of the steaZer solenaid (;OM&OTS. Fhdly put- 
ting my BSEE to good use, I commented "Gee, tbat isn't supposed to lx doing W!" Barry crawled under the car, 
and sure enough, the spade lug connection on the big brown wire thaE f& the altemahr was loose and bareIy 
making contact. After removing the female comector, cleanin& t i g h w g ,  d  re^^ it, the problem dis- 
appeared. Much relieved, and considering ourselves near geniuses for fixing it (actually, it was just dumb luck), 
we motored on into Iowa, where near Iowa City we picked up I-380N towards Cedar Rqids. 

Mer stopping for t w h  in Waterloo IA, we got on Rt. 63, a W-lane road hat wooldl talre us mrtb into M N  for 
t h e W  legofmtriptbere. Westoppedfbrgasin~Iowa,asBarrywasnznningmfvmes~kdidn't  
fill up earlier when I did. Now, we hmtd been traveling for 2 % days and hasn't seen any other MGs along the way. 
As RE were about to leave, 3 MGs pulled into the gas station: an MGA r o d s t q  a BGT, d a LE. We stopped 
and talked to them for awhile They had left that morning h m  St. Louiq so we decided to cafam together. The 
"safety in numbers'' thing. North of Rwh& MN, they decided to step for a rest b& and get d g  to eat. 
I told Barry I wanted to press on so we can get to the hosl hotel before dark, as I noticed the voltmeter (I installed 
one yeam ago in place of the rusty old cigarette lighter) was readjng M o w  normal, and I didn't want to have to use 
the lights En case there was same kind of charging problem developing. We arrived at tbe Four hints Sheraton 
around 7:30 Monday evening, where we ' 5 g h  fived" each other for actually malting it there. What a feeling of 
relief! Befm too Iong, out comes a familiar face heading our way in the parking lot. Sue saw w olrt a window 
and came down to greet us. It was great seeing someone we h o w  there. After some initid unloading of the cars, 
the h t e  of us headed down to the bar for same food and a mimbrew or two. 

The Convention 

Mheapoljs is beautiful in the summer. After W e g r e e  weather at home it wss mawelolls to get off the plane to 
68 degrees, slmny and breezy. S h e  Lucas was not involved in my trip, everything went smoothly and the rental 
car was waiting, I found r e g i d o n  at the Fairground but Mike and Barry hsd not cbecked in y d  When I finally 
got them on the cell phone, they were in Rochester only 1-'/z hours away - they made it in 3 days! Not wanting to 
get back in a car, we had dinner and tried some 1 4  brews in the mote1 restaurant 

Tuesday was a seminar day in Kirnber Hall. Our own Mike Ash did the "Tuning SU Cad"  semhm and did an 
excellent job explaining what to do and why. He emphasized making sure e m y t b g  else (points, plugs, thing, 
how, ek.3 was perf& before messing with the &s kawse they are very seldom the cause of tbe problem and 
really don't need to be adjusted d e s s  you have rebdt them or changed something else. This was the third in a 
m i e s  he has done on SU's, and it is great to have so much knowledge in out own club. 

Aaer so many emomteTs of the L u a s  kind, Tmubldmding Electrical ProbIemsn was a gnxt seminarm The pm- 
smtm had a sheeZ of peghad with a '74 harness attacw including dl the lights and p d s ,  just like the car. 
He could detach a ground and show all the wid stuff that happens when you turn on an indicator o~ hit the brakes. 
He even had a dashboard that folded down so you could see all the wiring bhind if a real improvmmt over 
scrunching into the d thing. The only thing missing was a chance to play with the lmrd and find out if tbose 3 
white wires in me disintegmting eanneetor caused my non-starting problem on the April Fool Tom. 

One of the highlights of the event was 2 had  new MGs imported just for us to see, s 4 4 m  salmn and an estate. 
hpressive. We all Hled out surveys m what we would Ijke to see in the wray of MGs in ?he US and, in return, 
received a pen with the MG logo on it. At least some of w did. They discovered that most af tbe pens were mark- 
ing their territory right on the table. They didn't issue a d l ,  but substituted key fobs for the late comers. 
That evening we attended the official operriag of the show at Picdil ly C b  with the ufllal speeches by the ex- 
ecutive director and all tht register chain. But then it got intaesting, a taleat show. We were intduoed k the 
1 4  lingo and were mcomged to incorporate 'VffW, "You betcha" and "JA, me" into bur everyday Ian- 
guage, which w t  did enthusiastically, though Uff @ was a bit obscure and we ended up asking a barmaid w h t  it 
really meant. The Old Speckled Hen club did - what else - ?he chicken dance. The Minnesota Mmseppm 
Scandinavian Rap intmduced more new words. Amrding to the state trooper from Oregon (who drove a B),% 
beers" is the standard answer wfien puIIed over for d c  driving, though he may ask you how big they were. 



Smy Stewart-yes,that isbisreal name- sangbigbaodhits, anda-ving familydid atableau wthe  
finer things in lifelife We heard Ole and Lena jokes, aad decided they were dvasal ,  only the names had ken  
chasgecP to protect the guilty. Wben FX got back to the h-1 it was still light so m clmed the cars and enjoyed 
the late sunset md some l d  h w s  we had found - 150 choices a d  so Iittle time! 

Wednesday was car show day. Mike parked right in front of Kirnber Hall but Barry was way ecrxws the way, by 
the non-MG am - the fieId layout guy must own a r u b k  bumper. The fairgnnmd had paved slreetg wide enough 
for us to back in to the m b  on both sides d shade trm to keep us cool, though we never did sit down, there was 
just too much to do. With 796 cars on the field, we saw eveqhhg h n  1930 to 1 980, including a Double 
Twelve, Tickfordq ntcers and more GT's than I have ever seen in one place, including r u b k  bumpers and a Brit- 
ish spec '75 Jubilee. We shop@ in The Works and the autojumble, buying parts d ~~uvenim and talking to 
fiends - we saw the W&m and Ashes and Alan Betchelder h m  New Castle, whom we see in Waynesboro 
evwy year. We caught the end of the "Power Tune Your MG" seminar and learned some neat ways to inmew HP 
without spending a bundle. 

ne d g  eotertaEMlmt was Iakled "British Invasion" so I expected m k  W. What we got was a pipe tad 
and Highland dancers. Didn't have us dancing in the stm%s like the guard who wouldn't let my mtal car in said 
we wdd, but it was fim to watch. We were supposed to get in the cars and &ive to the fireworks, but that seemed 
a IMe too much like work The Ashes hsd invited us to the hospidity mite of the A re%fster at the Ramada h 
that "looks like it's closed" but was undergoing renovations. We met the owner of the Jubilee GT (who also hag 
pms to be the owner of Scmbomugh Faire) and got the story of its arrival in the states. Besides, they $ad k h. 

Thursday ~noming the car show traphies wwe awarded We arrived just in t h e  for the B's. 1 was glad to see the 
Jubilee GT got a W but didn't recoguk anyone else. The Wmdm?s won with their A All of the first place 
winners wre displayed at Piccadilly Circus for W+f-shaw voting. Nom Ewing, h m  South A.fiica, showed 
slides of his eip h m  SA to Norway, done in an MGA in the early sweaties. His wife is a rml trooper, she had a 
baby while they were on the mad! We sat in on the pwer tune and electrical sessions again, picking up a Few 
more tips. Mike and Barry went to the wire feed welding session, but were mhprtsed. We also listened to S o h  
Twist and E bought his technical book, I need all the help I can get. He even signed it! 

The evening's enterbkmt was an auction, but we got back to the motel so late WE didn't haw time to eat and 
return to the fairground, so we headed for tbe Rbck Bomm Brewery downtown. The state trooper h n  Oregon 
heard us discussing it and said it was a cbain that started in Portland and the beer good. He was sight. M 
fd, too. When we got back to the motel it was too early to turn in so we tmk our chairs and mIers to the am 
tral patio. It would have k e n  nice to have a hospitality suite in the motel, or a gathering in the parking lot in the 
evenings, socializing is hdf the fun. 

Friday was panorama picture day. It was sort of cloudy and a bit cmler, SO M g  mund in the fairground park- 
ing lot die the m arrived wasn't as bad as it m d d  have been the day before. The brand new rn WIT cen- 
twed and the - arranged mund them. Evqone else's place depended on when they got there. We h e d  it 
right and ended up right hhind the old MMGs in the center. The photographer w d  a 1933 camera to fake 3 pic- 
tures with several kids nmning around behind him tD get in tmth ends of the picture. 

Thenitwasracetime. W e a l l m i ~ t o t b e ~ ~ ~ ~ h t h e o l d c a r s d o a b w t 5  lapsesch. Firstoffwas 
a. B (Group 44) that had been @ed s k  it was a national winner 18 years ago. The local club had &ed the 
owner into getting it back on the mad, and helpad out. He made it m u d  the regular track, but wbee he bit a 
speed bump on the pit road - taken to avoid a stage set up on the hack - it died. So he did the rest of the narrating 
while his friends worked on the car. It did findly make its 5 laps. I was never a  ace fan, but watching these old 
cars was neat. Some wre  newer, very loud, A's and B's. The older ones like the Double 12 wwe quiet. But it 
sure looked like fun. I especially like the purple one driven by the lady who owas it. She had a blast The last l q  
evmyone hit the track led by the 2001 models. Then h e y  parked and we could talk to phe drivers and look at tbe 
cars up dose. What a great finale! 

We all had bus tickets to go to the Mall of America on llnmday, but didn't want to miss any of the action at the 
fairground. So we hopped in the rental car on Friday aftemmn and had no problem finding it. It is everythmg we 



hadheardaboutandthensome. Threefloorsarwodaoourtthathedmwmmtparkridm-Mm! We 
stopped in all the shops offering Mmesoh wuvenirs - can't go home without a T-sM - and the Lake Woebegon 
store. With 3 of us .to remember where the car was parked, we found it easily anti made it back in time to change 
far the closing banquet, which was held in the unaircondjtioned Works building. There were cars in the hall, one 
of which was celebraw its 50' biiday,  complete with cake. A big neon MG s ip  was the backdrop fbr the 
@ers who announced the best of show and the raffle winners (no, w didn't win the aip to England). 01d 
Speckled Hen was w tap and the owner of the Jubilee GT and her mather and daughter sat at our table r;a the m- 
versation was lively. Too soon it was over and we h d e d  back to the motel. Had to call it an early night so I 
could get to the plane on timq in the mming. What a week! 

The Journey Home 

While Sue flew home on Sixhmhy, Bmy and I decided ta sped one mom night at the host hotel, relax and 
check our cars out hfore hitting the road agaia B q ' s  car still had a slight seeping of the h d  gasket on the 
right side, and his radiator had a pinhole leak at a solder joint On the way up, he put in m e  Bqrs Stop L& to 
stop it, but it didn't. In fact, it developed the unsightly habit of Whrowing up" (it l i m y  Imked like, wll, you 
h o w  what) out ofthe overflow tube every time he cut the engine off. He developed the prmedure of idling his 
engine for a min* or two before cutting it off which s e e d  to clrrtail the regurgitations of foamy looking cool- 
ant. We appfied some radiator der l so lder  seal stuff to the ofFending area and this seemed to stop the radiator 
leak. I replaced the valve cover gasket on my car, as it kgm Ieaking on tbe way up. I tightened the fan LIt 
slightly, but the voltmeter still showed a lowet than normal reading after being drlw for awhile, but, since the ig- 
nition light didn't come on while it was 'being drivg~, I lefl it aloee. It worked like tbat dl the way home, an- 
thing I'll have to fix lam. I noticed a little bit of coolaat sear the & of the thermostat housing, but decided not 
to bother with it and put a littIe gasket sealant around it instead. Mstak The next morning after b.reakfast, I 
checked and tbe leak was a lirtle bigger. So, w spent an hour at the McDonald's parking lot replacing the pht, 
1 uckily I had a spare. We wae k d l y  on our way late Sunday morning, heading east on 1-94 into Wisconsin We 
basically drove straight across WI, through m t l y  f d m d ,  to north of Cireen Bay. There we headed north up 
into the Upper Penhala of Michlgam, whae we stopped in Escanaba for the night. Shce the only restaurant in 
town that s d  k r  had just closed, we d e d  over to a family diner and had a seafood dinner of l d y  caught 
fish A couple of days later, w heaPd a warning on the radio cautiming parents about letting their children eat fish 
fmrn the Great Lakes. Oh well, it's been a longtime since either one of us was a kid! 

Monday morning we continued driving east on Rt 2, hugging the Zake Michigan coastline. In some park it hked 
justiiketheOuterBmwithekhesandlFargesdbnextmtoed. W e d o v e r t I t e ~ ~ -  
nac Bridge into the Lower Penhula and decided ta take Rt 23 south, hugging the Lake Huron shoreline where, 
about halfway down the state it would intersect witf~ 1-75 South. 

About an hu t  into the drive, at an. inkmxtiwjust outside of Rogers Ciiy, I weat to shIR into 1" gear and 
CRUNCH, CRUNCH, CRUNCH. 1 coulde't get the transmission ht~ my pm. UFF DAH! Big time! I put the 
flashers on, got out and p s k d  the car though the htmedon to the side of the road. The unbelievable thing was 
that NO ONE blew their horn the whale time this went on. Mayk they saw the British car and tmk pity on me. I 
radioed to Bany that I was dead on the side of the road, and he came back. We checked the clutch hydraulics, all 
ok. The only thing to do was d l  AAA and wait. A guy in rt jeep stopped and askd if he could help ( w h d y  he 
was the -nd pemn to offer help). He was retkd, and I guess ?& plenw sf time to El1 as he hung arwnd mtil 
we left He had been stationed in Norfolk when he was in the Navy. I l e  tow truck driver came about 20 d e s  
later, and said he h e w  of an imw auto repair shop that specializes in E m -  cars about 35 miles down the 
mad in Alpena He called the owner who said he wuld fix it m d  start on it right away, So, with the B Ioded on a 
car W e r ,  we headed south to Alpena MI. When we pulled into the parking 105 1 was a little relieved when we 
mw 2 Jags waiting to be worked on. The owner, a Germ;tn named J q e n ,  said &ey M just -laced a clutch on 
an MGB the previous w k .  We cded  up Moss, and got the parts ship@ ovamight Since the engine/ 
&ammission had to come I told him to go ahead and replace the rear engine 4, the engine mounts, and fix an 
exhaust rattle. 8m-y and I h d e d  into town and hoked into the Comfort Inn, m was it a Days IM? They ttll sCart 
to look alike after awhile. I called the next morning and Jwgen said the parts came in and they were worldng on it. 
Barry and I went to the l d  museum to kill some time where w met one of the volunteers who had owned a 
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Midgesdwbohasala~delB~inabarn~mewhereinMI,orb~it's~lthe~. Wewent 
down to the marina and Imked mm4 walked mud town, and basically goofed off. I called Jurgen and he said 
lthecsrmuld bereadybynm on Weds. 

Smenough,w~entmtheshopedmmWeds,dthe~arwasdone. Icoulda'tevente~1theenghehadbew 
pulted! He showed me the old clutcb disc where 2 of the springs had broken loose and jammed things up. I saved 
it as a mementolreminder of Alpena Tbank GOD for plastic, and we were on our m y  again. The car shifted 
smoothly now, better than it ever did. 

Wemadeit drrwntoMrnTvlIhtetbrtt  afterwon andgotroomsattbetheest stWestem Greenfield, aht2miles 
h m  the Remy Ford Museum and M e l d  Village, our next destination. We spent all day Thursday at the mu- 
seran, it reminded us of the Smithsmian. J wish there had been more cars and a few less ateam engines and var;- 

uum dam, etc, but still it was an imrd'b1e display of mostly American kchndogy. That evening we ate at a 
local Gesman restaurant Unfortunately, tbgr didn't have my German beer @on-alcoholic doesn't count!) Ach du 
fieber? On Friday we went to Greenfield Village, Henry Fords recreated village of Important Americana. hcluded 
were some of the buildings fmm Thomas Edison's labs at Menlo Park homes from famous Americans such as 
Ford, Firmtone. Daniel Webster and others A plantation house h m  MJ3, several old homes h r n  New England, a 
cowthouse from IL where Abraham Lincoln practiced Iaw, examples of sawmills, machine. shops, an electrical 
power house, locomotive roundhouse and others were all open to the public. There were M d e l  T and A's being 
driven around, dong with old Ford trucks md buses. Quite a sight! 

We left X)earborn on Muday moming and headed south towards Toledo OH, then due south towards Columbus, 
w h m  w got on Rt 33 heading southeast towards W. This eventually turned hta a 2 lane road, but the k d i c  
wasn't bail, and the scenery was changing from flatland to hills the closer we got to WV. We crossed the Ohio 
River and got on 1-77 South. Since it was only 5 PM when we got to Chleston, we pressed on to Beckley about 
40 miles fiuther east, where thm were a lot of hotels to choose from Unfortunately, there had h e n  a f l d  in the 
area, and all of the hoteIs were booked up with FEMA and reliefworken, and the u d  nmrmer hikm and whte 
water &TS. W e  Galled and found 2 rooms in kwistrurg, 50 miles further east. Got there a Iittle after SPM, 
w h e ~  we qmt the last night on the road. We lefi Sunday mwning for the find leg back home. We got back to 
Portsmouth around 3:30, I pressed on to Virginia Beach. 

A U i n a l t , t h i s w a s a w u n d d M G ~ .  Jhe~kwasgreat,wmmef~ldfiedinnmplaces,andmsde 
new  ends dong the way. We dmve approximately 3200 miles in two weeks in our MGs thwugh p of the 
country we had never seen hfore. b m e  people thought we were crazy for doing this. Maybe we were, but it was 
a trip that the both of us will long nmernlm and cherish. 

Next year the NAMGBR oonvention will k held in M a s  TX. ARer watching the Weather Channel for 2 weeks 
a d  noticing how hot it was in that a m  (1 OO degrees), I think next yeat if we go, ~ ' 1 1  fly down. We're not that 
tray! 
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