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Still Collecting – MG Stuff (First installment of a multi-part series)
By Terry Bond – with assistance from Susan and Richard Hall
Many of us collect things related to our cars. Things related to your favorite vehicle(s) fit well
into nearly every category I’ve collected these past few years – literature, advertising,
accessories, pins, buttons, banners, even parts and special equipment are enthusiastically
sought.
There is garage stuff, and house stuff. There is some cross over of course, but there is a need
to enjoy your hobby without going out to the garage. That’s what display cases were made for!
Years ago, Susan caught the MG disease. It began when we lived in Scotland. Richard Hall
helped spread things further when he helped her acquire her first MGB, and later introduced
her to the wonderful world of collecting.
Richard and Susan showing off a Hershey discovery at
last years event.

Fortunately, there is a book that has already
been published. It covers the full range of
collectibles with great photos and info. 

They made a lot of MGs over the years. The varied series covered every letter of the
alphabet and number Some of it is unobtainable. Some is priced combination
imaginable. For every single car produced, there must he half a dozen different
things related to them you can collect.
beyond reasonable when it is obtainable. As with anything you collect, condition,
quality and rarity will impact prices. The earlier material is most sought after, but
those who collect late model MG B related material into the later 1970s will find
plenty to choose from in all price ranges.
I think that items representative of the history of the MG company itself would claim
top-tier status in any collection. For example, I once got into a bidding war for a
spark plug used in one of the early MG racers that achieved MG’s first factory team
win at the legendary Brooklands track. Not only was it a piece of MG motoring
history, it would fit nicely into my spark plug collection. We could share it! In my
mind, we were also justified in spending twice what it was worth, since it fit into two
collections! It was fully documented and nicely mounted on a specially engraved
base. I quit at over $400 but now wish I’d have continued. Oh well, you can’t have it
all!
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The MG Spark Plug I wish I’d have bid higher on.

This example of an early
MG TC sales brochure
recently sold for £200.

MG TC Sales brochure in mint condition.

Dealership advertising can be expensive,
but bargains exist – this great MG sign
was found by Richard in an old Virginia
Beach MG dealership.

This sign was a lucky Hershey discovery a
couple of years ago. It’s the perfect size to
form a background in Susan’s display case!

A few of the small items in Susan’s
display - an MG quality inspector
badge, 1930s auto show exhibitors pin
and a plant tag.
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Among the easier items to find are car
models. 
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An early Corgi MGBGT new in the box.
They have been produced since the
beginning. There were special
commemorative models issued to honor
significant race victories in the 30s. There
were models of the newest types and styles
of MG as they were introduced. There were
still others that were just MG-like toys.
Today, there are souvenirs, instant
collectibles, and book-shelf decorations for
MG enthusiasts. That’ll be us!
Models were made of every imaginable
material. Early plastic models are delicate
and quite fragile. Metal cast models are
durable but lack some of the detail that was
available in later improved materials.
Lithographed tin, wood, even cardboard and
paper were used to produce them. Today’s
die-cast models offer amazing levels of
authentic detail.
Highest on our want list has to be this largescale, hand built, cast metal MGTC that
was produced in an edition of only ten.

Richard Halls rare MGTC model
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Well, another month, and here I am again staring at a blank page. Last week someone
mentioned to me that they would have a hard time coming up with something to write about
each and every month for two years as TMGC president. It can be a challenge, but being full of
hot air helps.
It's even more of a challenge when, as a club, we are doing very, very few things together.
Normally we spend a fair amount of time together, particularly in the spring and early summer,
but this year has been… well, you know how it has been.
And, since I spend most of my time at home, if it weren't for some of my good friends in the
club, I would not be able to get out much at all. So thank you to Bill and Renee, Bruce and
Jayne, Mike and Denise and a few others that I've spent a little time with this summer.
And having good friends is even more important these days, since there are even fewer
opportunities than usual to do anything else socially.
Like the other day, a woman phoned me and said “Come on over, there's nobody home."
I went over. She was right. Nobody was home.
All right, I stole that from Rodney Dangerfield. But I “borrow” some of my best material on a
regular basis, and the 3
people that read this every
month never object.
In the meantime, in looking
forward to seeing some of
my friends, I hope we have a
great turn out for the
September meeting at
Pleasure House Brewing. I
hope you'll join us, and I'll
even let you buy the
president a beer!
Safety Fast,
Robert
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Parts of Our Lives
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